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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 

I t is unworthy of the Sydney Morning Herald 
to report on Catholic news using journalists 
who do not know what they are talking 
about. This erodes our confidence in the 

media. We pay good money for our newspapers 
and we expect the reporting to be accurate. The 
Herald must recruit journalists writing about 
religion who are competent and professional.   
     The Easter edition of the Sydney Morning 
Herald is a case in point. The front page refers to 
Anthony Fisher as an Archbishop. The mistake is 
r e p e a t ed  s i x  t i m es .  
Parramatta is not the largest 
Catholic diocese in the 
country as reported in the 
same article.   
     Inside, on page nine there 
is an award-winning photo 
taken in St Mary’s Cathedral.  
The Herald tells us that “The 
Archbishop of Sydney, 
Cardinal George Pell, holds a 
jar of oil blessed during the 
Easter week celebration of 
Chrism Mass at St Mary’s 
Cathedral  yesterday” . 
Leaving aside the journalist’s 
confusion about Holy Week 
and Easter Week, it is not 
Cardinal Pell who is holding 
the jar of oil. Cardinals do 
not hold jars of oil. They 
would be too heavy for 
starters, but by looking at the 
photo, I can tell it is not Cardinal Pell. And I 
wasn’t even there! The photo shows a deacon.  
He is carrying the Oil of the Sick and is dressed 
in a dalmatic. Father Eugene pointed out that he is 
not wearing an episcopal ring either. Perhaps 
there is some poetic licence the Herald journalist 
has used. After all, Cardinal Pell was present and 
he did bless the Oil of the Sick. But I don’t think 
that is what is meant by “Freedom of the Press”.  
We should not have to put up with such sloppy 
and inaccurate journalism. 
       When I complained to the newspaper, a 

Herald journalist told me that the bishops are 
quite happy to have incompetent journalists 
reporting on Catholic events because they miss 
the important stories. Cynical as that remark 
might be, perhaps there is some truth in it. 
     At least we were spared inaccuracies for the 
rest of Easter because there was no coverage in 
the newspapers of Easter in Sydney. None! And 
the Sydney Anglicans would not be pleased with 
Wednesday’s Herald where their ministers are 
called priests. Near enough is not good enough. 

      Media Watch last 
Monday week devoted its 
entire programme to the 
question of the survival of 
the newspaper. The internet 
has made such inroads into 
people’s news-gathering 
habits, that the newspaper as 
we know it has a limited 
future. This includes The 
Catholic Weekly. This 
newspaper has been around 
in one form or another for 
over 100 years, but sales 
have plummeted in this 
parish. There are reasons for 
this, one being that daily 
newspapers cover Catholic 
news that was formally the 
preserve of the Catholic 
newspaper. But I would hate 
to see the Weekly fold.  It is a 
genuine newspaper with real 

journalists and archives and a long history. We 
need a Catholic newspaper today more than ever.  
Hans Küng in his Christianity (1994) writes, “It 
was only a small step from the massive verbal 
repudiation of religion to a massive practical 
persecution of it.” 
     The Church needs the press. Had it not been 
for the investigative journalists at the Boston 
Globe and other newspapers, it would be business 
as usual for the Catholic Church with bishops 
moving predator priests from parish to parish and 
from diocese to diocese. In this sense the media is 

Luke Hackett hosing down the children  
at the Confirmation Camp at   

 Oakhill College on Wednesday. 
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First Reading: Acts 5:27-32,40-41. 
Peter and some of the apostles witness 
to the religious authorities of the power 
of God to raise Jesus from the dead.  
 

Second Reading: Apocalypse 5:11-14. 
In John’s version of heaven he sees 
hosts of angels, joined by every living 

creature, worshipping and glorifying God. 
 

Gospel:  John 20:19-31. In this resurrection appearance, 
Jesus suggests where the disciples could catch most 
fish, then eats with them on the shore. 
 

Next week: 4th Sunday of Easter Year C   
Acts 13:14,43-52, Apocalypse 7:9,14-17, John 10:27-30. 
 

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome. 
 

REPARATION PRAYER GROUP meets Wednesdays 
at 8pm in the Parish Office Basement. All welcome.  
 
RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK: 
 

Warrina - Mass & Anointing of the Sick on Tuesday 20 
April at 4pm in the chapel. 
 

Nuffield & Hopetoun - Mass & Anointing of the Sick on 
Wednesday 21 April at 4pm in the chapel at Farrer 
Brown Court. 
 

LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Cards/mah-jong on 
Friday 23rd April in the Marian Centre at 
7.30pm.   
Saturday 1st May: A casual dinner in the 
Marian Centre at 7.00pm. For further information, 
please ring Howard 9899 8983. 
 

POSITION VACANT: Accounts Officer for the 
Parramatta Institute for Mission, Blacktown. 
Permanent part-time position 24 hours per week, 
Monday to Thursday. MYOB and Excel necessary. 
Inquiries: Sr Maria Bongiorno 9831 4911 or 
acifm@instituteformission.com.au. Closes April 26. 

LITURGY CORNER 
 

Today’s gospel has given rise to several 
images which point us directly to Jesus 
Christ. 
A first image is that of a fish. The Greek word for fish, 
icthus, is an acronym for ‘Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Saviour’. It is one of the earliest ways Christians 
identified themselves in sign language which was only 
understood by those ‘in the know’! (How often do you see 
this sign on a car?)  

A second image is that of a boat - an ancient 
Christian image used to represent the 
church.  
The National Council of Churches in 
Australia has the ‘boat’ of the Church with 

Christ’s cross as its mast. It is clearly an Australian logo 
because of the Southern Cross. This body includes most 
denominations represented in our land.  
Another symbol is that of the shepherd’s staff/crook – all 
Bishop’s have a staff which points to their pastoral role in 
caring for their ‘sheep’ (and there is no such thing as a 
dumb sheep – it’s simply a matter of getting to recognise 
their qualities!).  

 

 the Church’s friend and we should be grateful to 
those journalists who, at great emotional cost, 
blew the whistle on the criminal activity of some 
bishops. As painful as this sordid business is, we 
now have a cleaner, more moral Church. 
     Can the media be trusted? Even Catholic 
media? The diocesan magazine, Catholic 
Outlook, asked permission to print the article I 
wrote about Rosemary Goldie, the laywoman 
who was the first woman to speak at the Vatican 
Council. When the article was reprinted in 
Catholic Outlook, Rosemary Goldie, a laywoman, 
had somehow morphed into a nun. The issue here 
is the credibility of newspapers because people 
believe what is written. An irate caller harangued 
me on Good Friday telling me what a fool I was 
for reporting that Rosemary Goldie was a 
religious; the problem is that this false 
information will become part of the corporate 
diocesan memory.  
     The point of all this is we need professional 
journalists to comment on Catholic news. We 
have to accept that we will not always get 
balanced reporting, but we want fair and accurate 
reporting. We are not getting that at the moment. 
The Church is part of the problem. 
     Over Easter the world was focused on Rome.  
But Rome wasn’t focused on the world. Papal 
advisors haven’t a clue how to deal with the 
media. The Dean of the College of Cardinals, 
Angelo Sodano, 82, made a speech at the 
beginning of the Easter Sunday Mass at St 
Peter’s. It was a missed opportunity. He didn’t 
realise or maybe didn’t understand the 
implications that a message intended for a home 
audience of 100,000 Ultramontanists in the 
Piazza would be broadcast to billions around the 
world. He should have asked a professional 
scriptwriter to help him compose the speech.  
Rome has to understand that the battle ground is 
the media and the way to win over the media is 
through the power of the gesture.   
     It can’t be too difficult for the Church to 
understand the principles of public relations and 
seriously commit to getting the good news out in 
the pubic domain. It was unhelpful of Cardinal 
Clancy to sell Radio Station 2SM in 1992. After 
all, Pope Paul VI, when he was in Sydney forty 
years ago, said the media was World Power No. 
1. Sometimes popes are infallible even when not 
speaking about dogma and morals. It is a tragedy 
when our Church leaders hear only half of what 
the Pope says.  

         Fr John. 
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FOUND: A gold ring. Please phone the parish office 
for details.  
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CARITAS AUSTRALIA would like to thank you for 
supporting Project Compassion. So far over $18,000 
has come in for this worthy cause. If you have a box 
still at home, please bring it back next weekend. 

 

BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY:  With the 
cooler weather coming it is time to re start 
blanket making for our St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. There will be a morning tea this 
Monday 19th April at 10am in the Marian 
Centre to welcome new and continuing 

knitters/crocheters and anyone else who would like to 
know more about this ministry. Transport available if 
needed. R.S.V.P. Jo 9634 5961 or Hilary 9894 5913. 
 

LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP will 
recommence on Wednesday 21st April at 9.45am until 
11.30am in the Marian centre. All are welcome to join 
in for the study of the Gospel of Luke. If you wish to 
attend please call the parish office before 14th April  
so books can be ordered. 
 

RELAY for LIFE - CANCER COUNCIL NSW: Relay 
for Life registrations will take place at all masses THIS 
W E E K E N D  o r  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.relayforlife.org.au. Registration fee is $15 p.p. 
($20 after May 1) and includes a Relay shirt. You can 
also sponsor members of the St Bernadette’s team -
team no. 7. The Relay is held at Castle Hill 
Showground from 10.00am Saturday 15 May with the 
opening walk by cancer survivors and carers and 
concludes 10.00am Sunday 16 May. In need contact 
Richard Tarlinton on 9634 3658. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
We are looking for volunteers to assist with Children’s 
Liturgy at the 9am Mass on a Sunday. This is a great 
way to get involved in a ministry in the Parish. If you 
are interested in volunteering please contact Shane 
Robinson on 9634 8362. 
 

THE CATENIANS are meeting for dinner at the Hills 
Lodge, cnr Windsor and Salisbury Rds., Castle Hill on 
Tuesday April 27 at 7.00pm.If any males in the Parish 
are interested in joining the group, they are welcome 
to come along. Ring Malcolm on 9639 1915, or Tony 
on 9680 3079. 
 

REFLECTION DAY FOR WOMEN on Saturday 24 
April from 9.30am to 3.30pm at Mt Schoenstatt, 
Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. BYO lunch. Book on 4773 8338. 

 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
�
�

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 
The next meeting will be this Monday 19 April or Tuesday 20 April at 7.30pm in the Church for parents only . 

VIVA LA FIESTA!!!! 
Celebrating the Year of the Priest 

Parishioners of St Bernadette’s… You are invited to 
join in a day of celebration, food, picnicking, 
entertainment and games on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 23, 11:30am until 3:30pm in St Bernadette’s 
Primary School grounds This special event is an 
opportunity for us at St Bernadette’s to celebrate the 
Year of the Priest and coincides with Pentecost 
Sunday - a great excuse to celebrate different 
cultures and nationalities within our Parish with an 
international food fiesta. A great day for all 
parishioners and families… put it in your diary now! 
More details to come in the next few weeks. 
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Presentations at 9am & 1.30pm in the School Hall 

Meet the Principal - Mr Paul Colyer  
Come and have a look around the school 

Enrolment packs available on the day or 
from the school office between Tuesday, 

19 April and Friday, 28 May. 
Enrolments close: Monday, 31 May, 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest                 Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                     Tue  6.45am  
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)                Wed  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance                             Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
          Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
                   Sat  8.00am  
                 Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
          

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for  Elizabeth Pinkerton (funeral Wednesday at 10.30am), Betty Watts and Elizabeth Hajdn who have 
died recently and for the anniversary of Patrick Wickremeratne and in remembrance of Joe Gangemi. 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Adeline Chong, Marj Orioles, Rita Gatt, Pablito Afable, Antonietta Aloschi and Michael 
Dowson. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Melvyn Myers 

S5 

Caroline Dumapit 
Paul Dumapit 

John Abernethy 

Joanne Barrett, Carol Cividin, Esther Coleiro,  
Beverley Curtis, Lucille Wilson, Maureen Fearnside, 

Stephanie Coleiro, Maria Tunchon, Warren Hiser 

7.30AM 
Terry O’Mara 

S1 

Gerard Kearney 
Daryl Hill 

Audrey Markowskei 

Joe Busuttil, Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton,  
Margaret Elder, Ken Short, Peter Grace 

9.00AM 
John Stone 

S2 

Ann O’Brien 
Susan Moore 

Peter Hine 

Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso, 
Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo,  

Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams 

10.30AM 
Michael Wilson 

S3 

Eamon Keane 
Donna Boddy 

Jo-Ann Campion 

Marion McDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,  
Florina Vanderwaals, Barbara Shannon, Wendy Stone, 

Tony & Wendy Smith, Barry Halpin 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - April 25  

Adult Servers 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Vanessa Muscat 

Tina Muscat 
Brenda Clasquin 

Altar Servers 
S4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Projectionist 
Matthew Ashton 

 

Gift Preparation 
Jeremy Smith 

Mitchell Johnson-Green 

Ushers 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Welcomers 
 

Musos 

Belinda Lee 
Annalyce Hangan 

Chris Dogulin 

Kate Eagleston 
Monica O’Callaghan 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Sara Ang 

Bec Burrowes 
Veronica Sahabu 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Karen Byrnes 

Pauline Andrew 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Christella Jayawardena 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Karen D’Souza, Christine Gracia, Jana Fizely, 

(and leader) 
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Sandra Watson 
Michael Watson 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Adrian Franks, David Tye, Robert Natoli,  

Cosimo Miccoli, Vincent Traynor  
 

BOOKSHOP 
Paula Boyd / Catherine Seddon / Jane Beard / 

Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin 

 


