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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS AND OUR BAPTISM 

T he baptism of Jesus by his cousin, John, 
gives me the opportunity to say 
something about baptism in this parish.  
     There is some confusion and a lot of 

vagueness about what baptism exactly is. 
While some people refer to the ceremony as a 

Christening, which is a good English expression, 
Catholics generally refer to it by its Greek name, 
Baptism, meaning to plunge or immerse. The 
confusion is not about its name so much as the 
responsibilities and on-going nature of this ritual 
we call baptism. 

Christianity is one of 
many religions to have 
initiation rites. The 
original owners of this 
land had elaborate 
initiation rituals and 
most people know that 
circumcision is an 
initiation rite for the 
Jewish people, some of 
whom became the first 
Christians. 

When the early 
Christians began to see 
themselves as a religious 
group quite distinct from 
Judaism, they abandoned 
circumcision as an 
initiation ritual, using a 
‘water-bath” r i tual 
instead. Jesus had 
undergone a baptism 
with water at the invitation of his cousin, John the 
Baptiser, so this is a starting point for Christian 
baptism. St Paul talks about baptism in his early 
letters to the communities he founded and 
likewise the gospels proclaim, “Go out to all the 
world, baptising in the name of the father, and of 
the son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

John’s baptism focused on conversion of life 
towards God and this was a continuing part of life 
afterwards. It promised forgiveness of sins. This 
was the accepted understanding in those first 
centuries as it is today.   

On the first Pentecost Day, it is recorded by 
St Luke in his Acts of the Apostles that 3,000 
were baptised “and they devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread (a euphemism for the 
Eucharist) and the prayers.” In other words, 
they became part of the community; they went 
to mass and said their prayers. 

The earliest Christian church we have 
shows this architecturally. In a converted house 
at Dura Europos in Syria, the walls were 

removed so that the 
congregation could 
gather in a more 
comfortable and larger 
space for mass. But a 
room, distinct from the 
main body of this 
renovated house, was 
retained for the 
initiation rite we call 
b a p t i s m .  W h i l e 
generally it was adults 
on l y who were 
baptised, it was not 
long before whole 
families, “took the 
plunge”. This would be 
adults, children, babies, 
domestic staff and 
slaves; the whole 
househo ld .  They 
became part of the 
larger family called the 

Church or gathering or assembly. Being 
baptised gave them rights. The main right was 
being able to attend the whole mass and 
participate with the community in going to holy 
communion.   

The purpose of baptism is being able to 
participate in the Sunday assembly and receive 
Christ in holy communion. To be disconnected 
from the local parish community is to diminish 
the full meaning of baptism and reduces it to a 
cultural vestige with a vague, loose or nominal 
connection to the Church. 



 

 

Here at St Bernadette’s, we usually only 
baptise children of parishioners. This is for solid 
pastoral reasons. We value that once a child is 
baptised, it is within this new family, the parish of 
Castle Hill, that the faith of that child will be 
nurtured and fostered. So we view baptism as 
initiation into a community or a parish family.  
Whether he or she will attend one of the local 
state schools or our parish primary school, the 
child will again meet someone working for Castle 
Hill Parish, be it the local catechist, again a 
parishioner, or Catholic school teacher working 
for the bishop, who will team up with parents to 
teach the child the basics of the Catholic faith. 

  While we acknowledge that parents are the 
first educators of their child in the ways of faith, 
parents will have support from fellow 
parishioners and this parish community in the 
religious upbringing of the child. 

The parish of Castle Hill is one of the biggest 
parishes in Sydney.  It is made up of some 15,000 
people. We have a pastoral responsibility for 
4,900 families. Almost half of these families are 
families where one parent is a non-Catholic. We 
take seriously our pastoral responsibility to non-
Catholic parents too, and we are committed to 
supporting and involving them because we 
recognise they are an important part of our parish 
structure. At times they may feel “on the fringes” 
or worse, “outsiders”. We are sensitive to their 
feelings and work towards giving them that sense 
of belonging to our parish family.   

Another special group within the parish is the 
407 single-parent families. The loss of a partner 
through separation, divorce or death is a tragedy 
for all concerned and the parish team will always 
pastorally respond with understanding and 
compassion to single-parent families who have 
significant challenges to meet. We value these 
men and women and hope they feel at home at St 
Bernadette’s. 

Baptism is being part of a believing 
community. Each Sunday 2,000 people attend one 
of our five masses. While there are many 
limitations to being part of a large parish, like the 
difficulty of parking and the church always being 
full, crying babies and so on, these are good 
challenges to have in this day and age. 

This is the parish family into which parents 
desire their child to be initiated.  Like all families, 
we do not agree on everything. Some parishioners 
even follow West-Tigers, which is a worry. And 
we have our squabbles like all families. Like 
some families in the parish, we have parishioners 
who are like teenagers who make no contribution 
to family life, take everything for granted, pay no 

board and get resentful when you point this out.      
But like happens in families, we accept them and 
love them all.   

There are various levels of engagement 
within this community and I always invite 
parishioners to look at how their presence can 
enrich this local community and to consider how 
the life of St Bernadette’s is diminished by their 
passing presence.   

One difference, however, between the 
Christian community or family and your family at 
home is that the prospective members of this 
family have to actually formally ask to join the 
Christian family and go through an initiation 
process to become part of the family.  

The priest at the baptism puts it this way:  
“You have asked to have your child baptised.”  In 
other words, no one is forcing anyone to have an 
infant baptised. But the asking to join carries with 
it certain responsibilities and the priest puts it this 
way in the ceremony. “You have asked to have 
your child baptised. In doing so, you are 
accepting the responsibility to bring your child up 
in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to 
bring this child up to keep God’s commandments 
as Christ taught us, by loving God and our 
neighbour.” Then the priest asks: “Do you clearly 
understand what you are undertaking?” 

The focus of a pre-baptismal meeting is to 
inform and encourage parents (and godparents) to 
honestly and truthfully answer the question, “Do 
you clearly understand what you are 
undertaking”. Following the pre-baptismal 
meeting, we hope that parents will be able to 
answer the question the priest will ask, with an 
informed understanding of what is involved in 
asking for baptism and to clearly understand the 
commitment the Catholic Church asks from them 
if they truly desire baptism for their child, as the 
Catholic Church proclaims it. 

In the 80s and 90s it was fashionable for 
parents to say that they would have the child 
baptised and allow the child to make up his or her 
mind later. Notice they still wanted to have their 
child baptised. Any parent with that thinking 
should be logical. If that is a parent’s philosophy 
of life, and it is more common than you think, 
parents should be true to themselves and allow 
the child to make that choice, even with regard to 
baptism itself. Keep in mind that many Christians 
in the early years were not baptised until later in 
life. St Augustine was not baptised until he was 
33 years of age for instance, so, to leave baptism 
until adulthood has many historical precedents.  
Baptism is too serious an undertaking to be 
treated lightly. You need to go into it with your 
eyes open.   
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DINNER WITH GERALDINE DOOGUE: You are      
invited to join in a two course dinner and an evening of 
thoughtful conversation with ABC TV/radio presenter, 
Geraldine Doogue speaking on ‘Spirituality: Making 
Connections in our World’ on Friday 12 February 2010 
at 7.30pm in St Bernadette’s Parish Hall. The cost is 
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To initiate a child into a community but not 
allow that child to be part of the community is a 
serious failure on the part of parents. It devalues 
the sacrament and the commitment made by       
parents, a commitment made to the child and the 
community at St Bernadette’s. Further, to be 
lukewarm in supporting a child’s faith                
development and growth in the love of God, by 
delaying taking the child to mass and modelling 
the Faith, is a violation of the commitment       
parents make at the baptismal ceremony. In these 
cases, it might be better that parents wait until 
they are in a position to make the commitment to 
bring the child up, as the rite says, “in the practice 
of the faith”. This is not something that is new.  
As I said earlier, converts to Christianity in the 
first centuries of the Church’s existence were     
received into the community because, to use the 
scripture text, they were prepared to love God 
with their whole mind, their whole self and their 
neighbour as themselves.  They were expected to 
change their lives and follow the teachings of  
Jesus Christ.  The technical word is “conversion”.  
Asking for baptism for a child, for some parents, 
will mean a life-style change. This is the          
expectation of the Catholic Church. 

Fr John 
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First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11. 
The Lord is coming to lead his people 
home. 
 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7. 
God’s kindness and love for humanity 
are revealed in Jesus Christ. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 3:15-16,21-22. Jesus is baptised - the new 
age dawns. 
 

Next week: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C   
Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-11 
 

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

��������	
�����	��
��������������������	
�����	��
��������������������	
�����	��
��������������������	
�����	��
������������� ���
�
����
��������
�	
�������	
��
����
��������
�	
�������	
��
����
��������
�	
�������	
��
����
��������
�	
�������	
�� ���

�
���
�
���������
���
���
�
���������
���
���
�
���������
���
���
�
���������
��� ���
����
REPARATION PRAYER GROUP resumes on       
Wednesday 20 January at 8.00pm in the Basement of 
the Parish Office. 
 
2010 PLANNER CALENDAR AVAILABLE NOW 
Please take home a copy. We especially thank our       
advertisers and sponsors and ask that you give them 
your support. 
 

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: New ros-
ters are being prepared. If you cannot continue, 
please inform the parish office ASAP. 

 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
�
�

 

LITURGY CORNER 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                     Tue  6.45am,    
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)               Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance                             Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
          Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
                   Sat  8.00am  
                 Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
          

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Jose Quero, Dominga Custodia, Marina Teves, Eleanor Herlihy and Barry Jakowich who have 
died recently and for the anniversaries of Mary Ann Langford, Eileen Griffin (Jan 2), Harriet Egan (Jan 1) and 
Chris Gangemi (Jan 5) and in remembrance of Margaret Hegarty, Greg Daniells, Frank Wells, Joseph, Irene & 
Christian Baik and Yun Mi Maria Baik. 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Adeline Chong, Monique Guy and Pablito Afable. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Michael Lopez 
Special roster 

Caroline Dumapit 
Paul Dumapit 

John Abernethy 
 

Carole-Anne Lunn, Annarita Merzger,  
Maureen & Ray Scully, Sabrina Lobo, Connie Tierney, 

Helen Wintle, Ros Knezevic, Joe Zammit  

7.30AM 
Michael Wilson 
Special roster 

Yolanda Colosimo 
Joyan Fife 

Gerard Heffernan 

John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling, 
Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy 

9.00AM 
Budi Kawiadji 
Special roster 

David Green 
Von Lulan 
Mike Lulan 

David/Bettina Green, Sally Healey, John & Lois Donnelly, 
Aida Pereira, Von & Mike Lulan, Brian & Katrina Fitzalan 

10.30AM 
Joe Josue 

Special roster 

Irene Ngu 
Margaret Griffin 

Guy Hannan 

Buds Custodia, Campion, Rani & Cherani Fernando,  
Kerry Myers, Natalie Parmenter, Sandra & Johan Nelis, 

Rosary Roco  

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - January 17  

Adult Servers 
Andrew Tomic 
James Madry 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Josh Chaney 

Mystique Nelis 
Nicci Heidegger 

Altar Servers 
Special Roster 

Projectionist 
Josh Becker 

 

Gift Preparation 
Ben Mules 

Ushers 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Welcomers 
Ingrid & Jana Fizely 

Musos 
Adam Chioatto 

Belinda Lee 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Jen Austin 

Jeremy Smith 
Martin Collins 
Stef Musgrave 
Sean Finucane 

Veronica Sahabu 

Bass 
Daniel Ang 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matthew Ashton 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Julia Calixto 

Sara Ang 
Maree Calabria  
Natalie Jones 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
School Holidays 

No Children’s Liturgy 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Christella Jayawardena 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Karen D’Souza, Christine Gracia, Jana Fizely 

 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Howard Woodward 
Marie Woodward 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
David Solomon, David & Kaylene Hollis,  
Brian Iles, Joe Harney, Anthony Denham 

 

BOOKSHOP 
Carmel Adams / Heather Woods / Bernadette 

Logue / Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith 

 


