
 

 

I t could be next year, or maybe the year after, 
but it will happen that when we come to Mass, 
we will be expected to respond to the priest’s, 
“The Lord be with you” with “And with your 

spirit”. When we say the Confiteor, we will be 
asked to say, “Through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault”. There will be 
other changes as well. The changeover will not be 
pleasant and the uncomfortableness will last for 
some years. The debate over the new translations 
has gone on for some years and is a story worthy of 
the attention of Dan Brown. The last hurdle was 
overcome during the week 
when the American bishops 
agreed on the re-worked 
Mass texts, sending their 
approval for Rome to go 
ahead with an education 
programme for clergy and 
laity to accept the new Mass 
texts. The Australian bishops 
had already given their 
imprimatur some time ago.   
     It will be explained to us 
at in-service seminars why 
we will use “And with your 
spirit”, as an example, instead 
of the more familiar, “And 
also with you”, as we use 
now.   
     This is a literal translation 
of et cum spiritu tuo, true, but 
shows how difficult it will be 
to convince ordinary Australian Catholics that it is 
better to change over to something that has no 
meaning in English when, for forty years, we have 
been at peace with a phrase that has some meaning. 
       This will change the language of worship that 
has been with us since the ‘sixties’. The whole 
process and the story behind it has gone largely 
unnoticed by the ordinary parishioner. 
     One of the fights over the new Mass texts is 
really over language. Aden Ridgeway, a former 
Democrats senator, who was the first indigenous 
MP to speak his mother language, Gumbaynggirr, 
in Federal Parliament, wrote in Thursday’s Sydney 
Morning Herald, “It was only then that I completely 
understood what my own grandmother, who spoke 
the Gumbaynggirr language of the NSW North 

Coast, had taught me about the importance of 
language in our lives – it goes to the heart and soul 
of one’s identity and gives connection to family, 
country and community. It instils a sense of 
enormous pride and provides the strength from 
which to see the world beyond the fences of your 
own community – then everything seems possible”. 
     If parishioners fail to understand the meaning of 
Aden Ridgeway’s statement above or have a 
difficulty understanding the importance of the place 
of language in our world, they need look no further 
than page nine of the same Sydney Morning Herald, 

where a journalist writes, 
“The men married in 
Australia’s first legally 
recognised civil ceremony in 
Canberra, paving the way for 
others to have their 
partnerships validated.”  
Married?  By constantly 
using the word “married” for 
civilly recognised same-sex 
partnerships, the community 
becomes conditioned to 
accept the equality of two 
very different relationships.  
This of course is what the gay 
community wants. Already 
there is an acceptance among 
young people that there is no 
difference and young people 
cannot understand what all 
the fuss is about.  My point is 

that it is language that legitimises this situation. In 
the same context, the word “partner” has blurred a 
relationship so that we have trouble working out if 
it is a business partner, a de facto relationship, a 
fiancée or boyfriend/girlfriend. Language is 
important. And speaking of language, during the 
week, one of our teachers said to a six year old girl 
in the playground, “Tell Father John your very good 
news”. The girl twirled her school uniform, rocked 
from side to side and said, “I am going to have a 
baby.” I must have looked like I was going to go 
into renal failure because the teacher corrected, 
“Her mother is going to have a baby.” Language is 
important because it is how we communicate truth. 
    At the time of its publication in March 2001, the 
document with the unpronounceable name of 
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LANGUAGE IS IMPORTANT, VERY IMPORTANT 
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First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16. 
We hear a prophecy that the Lord will 
fulfil his promise to Israel and Judah 
by providing a saviour through 
David’s line. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 
3:12-4:2. Paul reminds the Christian community in 
Thessalonika to live the Christian life of love for all 
people. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 21:25-28,34-36. Jesus warns of troubled 
times ahead, with signs in the sky and great agony. 

 

Next week: 2nd Sunday of Advent Year C   
Baruch 5:1-9, Philippians 1:4-6,8-11, Luke 3:1-6. 

 

Feast Day this Week 
St Andrew - Monday, 30 November 

St Francis Xavier - Thursday, 3 December 
 

HOLY HOUR WITH BENEDICTION this Thursday 
from 8.00 to 9.00pm including Rosary, prayers, hymns 
& scripture reading. All welcome! 
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS & ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
this Friday, December 4 at 12 noon followed by the 
CARE GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY.  
We provide Christmas lunch and a small 
gift for our seniors and we are hoping 
that some of the local businesses within 
the Parish may be interested in 
supporting this event. If you can help 
with food or goods we would love to 
hear from you. Please call Susan: 9680 7504 or 
Marion:9659 9385. 
 

 

ATTENTION READERS: A limited number of copies 
of Break Open the Word containing Sunday Mass 
readings for 2010 - Year C are available from the 
Parish Office for $10 each. 
 

BABYSITTER REQUIRED for after school in 
Cherrybrook area. Phone Joseph 0419 262014. 

LITURGY CORNER 
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Liturgiam authenticam aroused little interest.   
Some priests have never heard of it.  Bishops said it 
would find its way into the wastepaper basket and 
its principles would never see the light of day.  How 
wrong they were!  This wide-ranging, detailed and 
hard-to-read document of 29 pages is the basis on 
which our English Mass texts have been translated.  
Liturgists thought that by ignoring it, it would go 
away. By not killing it off in 2001, it has come back 
to bite us. 
    Among many of its precise prescriptions is that 
translations should be literally translated from the 
official Latin texts. “While it is permissible to 
arrange the wording, the syntax and the style in 
such a way as to prepare a flowing vernacular text 
suitable to the rhythm of popular prayer, the 
original text, insofar as possible, must be translated 
integrally and in the most exact manner, without 
omissions or additions in terms of their content, and 
without paraphrases or glosses”[20].   
     Further, “Indeed, it will be seen that the 
observance of the principles set forth in this 
Instruction will contribute to the gradual 
development, in each vernacular, of a sacred style 
that will come to be recognised as proper to 
liturgical language. Thus it may happen that a 
certain manner of speech which has come to be 
considered somewhat obsolete in daily usage may 
continue to be maintained in the liturgical 
context”[27]. This is repeated in Number 47, 
“Liturgical translations that take due account of the 
authority and integral content of the original texts 
will facilitate the development of a sacral 
vernacular, characterised by a vocabulary, syntax 
and grammar that are proper to divine worship”. 
     Liturgists see this is torpedoing a Post-Conciliar 
Commission on the Liturgy on April 3, 1969 which 
emphasised the translator’s task was to find a 
‘faithful but not literal’ English equivalent of the 
Latin and that ‘the unity of meaning [was] not the 
individual word, but the whole passage’. Further, 
‘the prayer of the Church is always the prayer of 
some actual community assembling here and now.  
It is not sufficient that a formula handed down from 
some other time or region should be translated 
verbatim, even if accurately, for liturgical use.  The 
formula must become the genuine prayer of the 
congregation and in it each of its members should 
be able to find and express themselves.”  
[Instruction of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship, Rome, 1969, n20]. 
     It will be interesting to see if our people can 
accept these new changes. The recent instruction 
from the Australian Bishops that bowing before 
receiving communion, rather than genuflecting (or 
even kneeling) would be the rule hasn’t been 
obeyed. These proposed ‘changes’ are much more 
complex.  Will they be accepted? 

Father John. 

 

COLLECT YOUR PACKETS OF PLANNED GIVING 
ENVELOPES FROM THE FOYER TODAY 
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night  - 4th to 5th December. Come 
hang with the gang in the hall under 
the church from Friday at 7:30pm till 
Saturday morning at 10am. The cost 
is $10 per person this includes supper and breakfast.  
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Christmas Hampers 
On Sunday December 13 at 
6.00pm the annual Christmas 
Ham per  Mass  w i l l  be 

celebrated. Once again we are looking for 
your generous support of this Parish initiative to bring 
the spirit of Christmas into the homes of needy 
families who struggle to meet the basic necessities of 
life. 
Firstly , we need your donation of hampers, so kindly 
take a label from the foyer and return it to the church 
on the weekend of 12/13 December.  
Please  read the information on the notice board 
regarding the assembly of the Hampers.  
We ask for consistent sizing of the hampers, not 
only for the handling but also for equitable 
distribution to the receiving families. 
Secondly,  we need your support in helping us sort the 
hampers in the Parish Hall and then distributing them 
to the families on Tuesday December 15. A work 
sheet has been posted on the notice board in the 
church foyer. Please indicate the times you are 
available to help or call Maureen Scully on 9634 6925. 
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 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
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DIOCESAN WORKS FUND APPEAL  
A total of $23,429.00 has been donated to the recent 
DWF Appeal. We thank you all for your incredible  
generosity. Any further donations to help us achieve 
our quota will be gratefully accepted. 
 

A GIFT BEYOND CHRISTMAS is a project which 
supports disadvantaged families and mature age HSC 
students at Loyola Senior High School Mount Druitt. 
Gift envelopes are available in the foyer of the church 
on the board with hamper situations. Also available 
are copies of the Principal’s report on the usage of the 
$10,000 that was donated last year to this wonderful 
project. Please take a copy if you are interested. 

 
LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Christmas Dinner  
next Saturday 5 December at 7.30 in the 
Parish Hall. Three course meal $50.00pp. 
Final numbers and money due now. Money 
can be left at the Parish Office in an        

envelope with your name and marked to Howard’s 
attention. RSVP to 9899 8983. 
 

REPARATION PRAYER GROUP: The first meeting 
of this group will be held in St Bernadette’s Church on 
Wednesday 2 December at 8.00pm followed by a 
cuppa. It is a response to Geraldine’s talk on October 
28. Future meetings will be in the Church or Parish 
Office Basement on Wednesday nights at 8.00pm. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY 
NEEDED to assist at 9am Mass on Sundays in 2010. 
If interested please phone Shane on 9634 8362. 
 
SENIOR FAMILY GROUP Christmas gathering for 
2009 will be held on Saturday 5 December at 10am in 
the Marian Centre. The first gathering for 2010 will be 
Saturday 6 February at 10am. Phone: Robin Reyden 
9634 3354 or Clare Budge 9680 9752. 
 
ST BERNADETTE’S FOOTBALL (SOCCER) CLUB  
is accepting registrations for the 2010       
season next Sunday 6 December from 9am 
to 12 noon outside the Parish Hall. For de-
tails phone Peter Baguley 0414 960472. 
 

ACOLYTES AND ALTAR SERVERS: Please collect 
information and roster forms from the Priests’ Sacristy 
and Altar Servers’ room regarding the Christmas  
function and roster for the holiday period. 
 

BOOKSHOP NEWS Columban Calendars are      
available at the Bookshop for only $7.00 each.  
Vinnies Christmas Cards (pack of 10) are $6.50. 
Advent Calendars are available now. 

Prayer for the Year of the Priest, 2009 - 2010 
 

God our Father, 
You call men to be your priests and so guide your people  
in the ways of faith. 
Grant them the graces they need 
to fulfil your will. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                     Tue  6.45am,    
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)               Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance        Fri  6.45am,  9.15am,   12 noon 
                   Sat  8.00am  
                 Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
          

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Cathy Clancy, Ralston Edema, Freddie Von Kaufmann and Brian Mooney who have died 
recently and for the anniversaries of Gianni Schiliro (Nov 30), Buenaventurada Yu (Nov 30) and Pablito Yoro (Nov 
24) 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Adeline Chong, Monique Guy and Rita Gatt. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Stephen MacMahon 

S4 

Caroline Dumapit 
Paul Dumapit 

John Abernethy 

Iciar Quintana, Cathy & Mark Richmond, Alf Jacobs, 
 Carmel James, Stephen & Janice MacMahon,  

Don & Remie de Leon 

7.30AM 
Philip Myers 

S5 

Yolanda Colosimo 
Joyan Fife 

Gerard Heffernan 

Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton, Margaret Elder, 
 Ken Short, Peter Grace 

9.00AM 
Melvyn Myers 

S1 

Angela Crowe 
Nanette D’Arcy 

Neil Bone 

Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso, 
Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo,  

Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams 

10.30AM 
Terry O’Mara 

S2 

Irene Ngu 
Margaret Griffin 

Guy Hannan 

Marion McDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,  
Florina Vanderwaals, Barbara Shannon,  

Tony & Wendy Smith, Wendy Stone, Barry Halpin  

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - December 6  

Adult Servers 
Marc Clasquin 

Gillian Pak 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Stef Musgrave 

Jen Austin 
Raquel Lobo 

Altar Servers 
S3 

Projectionist 
Larissa O’Callaghan 

 

Gift Preparation 
Michael Piggott 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguilera 

Welcomers 
Tony Muscat 
Tina Muscat 

Musos 

Adam Chioatto 
Belinda Lee 

Darren Edwards 
Ian Pomeroy 

Mitchell Waters 
 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matthew Ashton 

Singers 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Monique O’Callaghan 

Natalie Jones 
Maree Calabria 

Julia Calixto 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Lisa Biasuci 

Jan Penerson 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Maria Battaglia 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Pat Kenna, Francesca Menezes, Moira Mitchell, 

Maree McDermott, Margaret Sinha 
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Howard Woodward 
Marie Woodward 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Rex Smith, Albert Leroy, Jeff Cronan,  

Joachim Schiller, John Moran 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Paula Boyd / Catherine Seddon / Jane Beard / 

Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin 

 


