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THERE’S NO TRAIN BUT THE PARISH FINANCES ARE ON TRA CK  

L ast Sunday parishioners with children 
playing soccer with St Bernadette's 
Soccer Club gathered at the Eric Mobbs 
Recreational Reserve for the Soccer 

Prize Presentations and Picnic. The weather was 
perfect. There was a jumping castle, face painting 
and a clown doing the most extraordinary things 
with balloons. The children seemed to be having 
a great time with their mates while the parents 
mixed socially with 
family and friends. It was 
a great family day. On 
Friday, family life took a 
different twist in the 
parish with the parish 
primary school hosting 
hundreds of grandparents 
at a liturgy marking 
G ran d p a ren ts ’  and 
Special Friends’ Day. So 
many grandparents were 
expected that the school 
asked parents to stay 
away, allowing room for 
grandparents and visitors. 
The church was packed to 
capacity. 
 

T h e  P a r i s h 
F i n a n c e 
Committee met 
on Thursday 

10th and the Parish 
Pastoral Council last 
Thursday. Amongst other 
things the youth budget 
was set at $15,000 for the year, excluding wages. 
The proposed building works, namely, signage, 
mailbox, priest’s sacristy, side chapel and 
sanctuary, external works around the church, 
parish hall and parish office, were examined. It is 
possible that the parquetry floor of the hall may 
need extensive repairs or replacement. The scope-
of-works prices received, ranged from $218,322 
to $286,170. Possible extra expenses would take 
the highest quotation to around $300,000. The 

Finance Committee was of the opinion that it 
would be imprudent to take out a loan to pay for 
these items in the light of the recent purchase of 
Number 21 Brisbane Road. 
       The outstanding balance on the parish loan is 
one million five hundred and sixty-two dollars.  
Our loan is with the Diocesan Development Fund.  
We are paying 7.5% interest. To service this loan 
we pay $14,712 a month; about $9,000 of this is 

the interest repayment 
component.   
     These figures indicate 
that we will need to 
prioritise and stage the 
proposed building works.   
     About half of our 
contributing parishioners 
support the parish 
f inancia l l y through 
monthly credit card/direct 
debit payments. Half give 
through planned giving 
envelopes.  
     We look after 4,900 
families in the parish.   
1000 givers financially 
support the parish through 
envelopes or credit 
cards/direct debit.  
     I propose to move 
ahead with these building 
works. The re-erection of 
the cross on the church 
steeple will need local 
counci l  permission.  
Council and the RTA will 

need to be involved in some of the new signage, 
but other than that we only need permission from 
the diocese for the expenditure of monies. 
     I have spoken to the bishop informally about 
the placement of the tabernacle and will write to 
him formally this week seeking permission to 
place the tabernacle on the back wall of the 
sanctuary. We will need a committee focused on 
fund-raising if we are to move ahead quickly with 
the repositioning of the tabernacle.    Father John. 

Someone forgot to tell this Wests Tigers 
supporter at the St Bernadette's Soccer 

Presentation and Family Picnic last Sunday (the 
day the Eels beat the Saints 25-12) that the 

Tigers were ninth on the ladder.  



 

 

OAKHILL COLLEGE OPEN DAY will be 
held on Sunday 25 October 2009, 1.30pm 
to 3.30pm. All families interested in the 
College are welcome to attend for a 
relaxing afternoon of guided tours of the 
College and its facilities. A special 
welcome for Year 5 students and their 

families who may be interested in the year 7 2011 
intake. For enquiries please call Mrs Maryanne 
Cordina-Maree (Registrar) 9899 2288. 
 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009: Families 
who were unable to attend the closing ceremony can 
still pick up their presentation folders from the parish 
office during office hours. 

 
POSITION VACANT- ADMINISTRATION PLANNING 
OFFICER CatholicCare is seeking to employ an 
enthusiastic, highly motivated person as a 
Administration Planning Officer for our Natural Fertility 
Services Program� The position is part time and 
initially will be offered under a 12 month contract.�
�������	
��������	����

����� A well defined knowledge of 
natural family planning and/or a willingness to train as 
an educator; A commitment to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church in relation to marriage, sexuality and 
family planning; Tertiary qualifications; Ability to work 
evenings and weekends occasionally; Excellent 
computer skills.  For enquiries please contact Sharon 
Young 9390 5156 or email natural@catholiccare.org 
by 30 September. 
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First Reading: Wisdom 2:12,17-20. 
This is written in the form of a speech by 
those who, in their defiance of God, are 
determined to persecute the virtuous 
whose lives they see as a reproach to 
their own. 

 

Second Reading: James 3:16-4:3. Peace 
comes from true wisdom; the causes of strife are found in 
ourselves. The remedy is selfless prayer. 
 

Gospel:  Mark 9:30-37. There is a stark contrast between 
Jesus who predicts his passion and the disciples who vie 
with each other for power. 

 
Next week: 26th Week in Ordinary Time - Year B   

Numbers 11:25-29, James 5:1-6, Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48. 
 

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm       
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome�
 

Feast Days this Week  
St Matthew - Monday, 21 September 

Padre Pio of Pietrelcina - Wednesday, 23 September 
 

RECOVERY PROGRAM FOR THOSE WHO ARE 
SEPARATED, DIVORCED OR WIDOWED: The Solo 
Parent Ministry offers a seven week Program that has 
proved to be most effective in assisting those who 
have experienced the loss of a spouse to deal with the 
loss and adjust to life without your partner. The next 
Program begins at 7.30 pm on Wed 21 October at the 
Diocesan Assembly Centre, 1 – 5 Marion Street 
Blacktown. Cost for 7 Sessions: $35.00. For further 
information and registration call Sr Eileen Quade Ph 
9890 2968 or email eileen.quade@ccss.org.au. 
 

PRAYER AND REFLECTION DAY The Solo Parent 
Ministry is offering a quiet day for prayer and reflection 
in the beautiful surrounds of Marymount Mercy 
Centre, 36 David Rd, Castle Hill on Sunday 18 

October, from 10.30 am – 3.00 pm. (or for as long as 
you can be there). The Program will be led by Sr 
Eileen Quade and will include Guided Meditation, 
Scripture Reflections and time alone with the Lord. 
Donation $10.00. BYO lunch to share. For further 
information and registration call Sr Eileen Quade 9890 

 

LITURGY CORNER 
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BOOKSHOP ROSTERS are available for collection 
from the Bookshop today 

Activities at the Soccer Club Presentation Day 
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LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Cards/mah-jong on 
Friday 25 September in the Marian Centre at 
7.30pm. Contact Barbara on 98993875. 
 

CATENIAN MEETING: The Castle Hill Circle of 
Catenians, an International Association of Catholic 
Men, will hold their monthly dinner meeting on 
Tuesday, September 22 at 7pm at the Hills Lodge, 
Castle Hill. For details see the leaflet in the foyer or 
phone Tony Falzon 9680 3079/ Peter Huby 9634 8696.�
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This year, over 130 inspiring St Bernadette’s 
parishioners spread the Lord’s message of love and 
compassion throughout our local community! Not only 
did they get some exercise, have fun and put their faith 
into action but they also collected $11,300 from the 
generous residents of Castle Hill. The best result ever 
for St. Bernadette’s! 
 

When the great doorknock efforts of 100 students from 
Oakhill, Gilroy, Redfield and Tangara are added, the 
collection total becomes $18,000! This record result 
represents a 30% increase over 2008 in the number of 
parishioners participating and the amount collected. 
Well done! 
 

The total amount collected across the Parramatta 
Diocese ($150,000) will enable the Society’s volunteers 
to give a hand up to the poor, lonely, abused and the 
homeless people in our own Diocese! 
 

For information on Vinnies volunteer opportunities, 
please contact Paul Hennessy on 96513343 or Anne 
Stanfield on 98962421.   Margaret Hawkes & Greg Piggott 

– St Bernadette’s Doorknock Coordinators  

 

JESUS AND MEN MEETING: Parish Hall 26th 
September, 2009. 8.45am – 11.45am, Gary Raymond 
(President & Senior Chaplain of the NSW Volunteer 
Rescue Association) will be speaking on ‘How to be 
Rescued by God’. Please join in for a morning of 
learning, sharing and fellowship. Enquiries & 
Registration: Steve Decker on 02-9688 6226. 
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ST BERNADETTE’S CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
GROUP meets in the Lourdes Centre, 31b Brisbane 
Road, Castle Hill. (follow the lighted pathway), Thursday 
Evenings 7.30 to 8.30. Newcomers very welcome. 
Phone Marilou Sandejas 9680 4531 or email 
sandejas@ozemail.com.au or Lesley Maker 9873 1221 
or email jandlmaker@optusnet.com.au.  
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 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)                Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)               Fri  6.45am,  9.15am  
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator               Sat  8.00am  
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance               
       Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
       

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Brian Gerrard and Ni Shou Ying who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Anton Struik 
(Sept 19), Michael Ryan (Sept 24), Chandra Puspita DeLima (Sept 19), Assaad and Laurice Chahine (Sept 24). 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
John Maker 

S4 

Vince Connelly 
Ray Scully 

Jessica Fearnside 

Iciar Quintana, Cathy & Mark Richmond, Alf Jacobs,  
Carmel James, Stephen & Janice MacMahon,  

Don & Remie de Leon 

7.30AM 
Stephen MacMahon 

S5 

Tony Falzon 
Patricia Bright 
John O’Dea 

Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton, Margaret Elder,  
Ken Short, Peter Grace 

9.00AM 
Philip Myers 

S1 

Trevor O’Shea 
Brian Blacklock 
Joanne O’Shea 

Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso, 
Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo,  

Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams 

10.30AM 
Melvyn Myers 

S2 

Tony Smith 
Philip Golamco 

Trinity Abbertson-Woo 

Marion McDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,  
Florina Vanderwaals, Barbara Shannon,  

Tony & Wendy Smith, Barry Halpin, Wendy Stone 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - September 27  

Adult Servers 
Alex Tomic 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Vanessa Muscat 

Tina Muscat 
Brenda Clasquin 

Altar Servers 
S3 

Projectionist 
Matt Ashton 

 

Gift Preparation 
Jeremy Smith 

Mitchell Johnson-Green 

Ushers 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Welcomers 
Darren Edwards 

Monica O’Callaghan 

Musos 

Annalyce Hangan 
Belinda Lee 

Chris Dogulin 

Kate Eagleston 
Monica O’Callaghan 

 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Sara Ang 

Veronica Sahabu 
Adam Chioatto 
Bec Burrows 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Ingrid Fizely 
Jana Fizely 

 
FLOWER ROSTER 

Margaret Griffin 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Andrea Tomic, Ivonne Purnomo, Krystyna  

Graczyk, Janice Bonaccorso, Eva Mustapic 
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Sandra Watson 
Denise Hicks 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Matthew Troy, Andrew Losurdo, Graham Murray, 

Michael & Julie Puckeridge 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Carmel Adams / Catherine Seddon / Bernadette 

Logue / Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith 

 


