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TWO FACES OF THE CHURCH? 

T here is a quarterly magazine mailed out 
to all priests in Australia called The 
Swag. It’s a trade magazine of forty 
pages of news, comment, letters to the 

editor and advertisements like the one 
encouraging priests to buy the Prayer-Calendar 
of Deceased Priests and Deacons in Australia, 
1788-2009. It even has a crossword puzzle. 
“What is the eleventh letter of the Greek 
alphabet?” and so on.  Most of 
the articles would be of little 
i n te res t  t o  C as t l e  H i l l 
parishioners.  However, I thought 
the editorial of the latest edition 
of The Swag might be of interest.  
It is headed, “Two faces of the 
Church”.  It begins: 
     Benjamin Disraeli in 1845 
launched his book Sybil, The Two 
Nations. It spoke of the chasm 
between the gentry and the 
working class in England. As 
Disraeli saw it, there were two 
nations in one England. In 
Australia today can we speak of 
two classes in one Church? The 
gap is not between the haves and 
the have-nots, as in Disraeli's 
England, but the grass-root 
Eucharistic communities, the 
p a r i s h e s ,  v i s - à - v i s  t h e 
professional bureaucratic aspect 
of the Church. 
     Government assistance to the 
educational and social welfare 
wings of the church is a mixed 
blessing. These financial grants 
naturally demand administrative bodies that will 
inevitably gravitate towards having a life of their 
own. Their continuing existence, rather than their 
role of service in evangelisation, can sometimes 
become the primary focus of their members. 
     Of course many of those who are leaders in 
social welfare and education are also leaders in 
their parishes. However the contrast between the 
grass-roots Church, the parishes, and the 

burgeoning bureaucracies is at times painful. Our 
social welfare institutions and Catholic schools 
are flourishing, whilst parishes are shrinking in 
number and size. The Perth Record of 13 May 
this year gives a very frank account of the 
situation in that diocese. A leading article “The 
reality of the pews” highlights the gap between 
those who identify themselves as Catholics in the 
national census and those who actually “darken 

the doors of a church more than 
twice a year!”  The state of the 
play is undoubtedly the same in 
every Australian city. 
     Catholic schools were founded 
as  a means of catechising and 
evangelising the young. Many of 
the families who choose Catholic 
schools for their children today are 
not necessarily inspired by a 
co m m i t m e n t  t o  C a t h o l i c 
principles.   
     Catholic school principals will 
speak at times of the difficulty of 
engaging sufficiently qualified 
teachers to be responsible for the 
faith formation of their students. 
    Whilst there is an ever-
increasing number of well-
informed Religious Education 
Coordinators their task is made 
difficult by the ethos of the homes 
of the children. Some teachers are 
assigned RE classes by default. 
Religious education is often seen 
as the poor relation on the 
curriculum. 
     In a world where technical 

knowledge of a cherished discipline is taken for 
granted that is not necessarily the case where the 
truths and traditions of our faith are concerned. 
The late John O’Brien (Mgr Hartigan) recorded in 
verse the case of the lad in the confirmation class: 
And so, how pleased his lordship was, and how 
he smiled to say, 
“That’s good, my boy. Come, tell me now; and 
what is Christmas Day?” 
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First Reading: Proverbs 9:1-6. 
Wisdom calls us home from ignorance 
and invites us to sit down so that we 
may eat and drink from a different 
place. 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:15-20. 
In Christ there is a new intelligence, a 
new way of living. 

 

Gospel:  John 6:51-58. Jesus proclaims that those who 
eat his flesh and drink his blood will have eternal life. 
Many of his hearers are shocked at his words. 

 
Next week: 21st Week in Ordinary Time - Year B   
Joshua 24:1-2,15-18; Ephesians 5:21-32; John 6:60-69. 

 

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm       
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

Feast Days this Week 
St Bernard - Thursday, 20 August 

St Pius X - Friday, 21 August 
Queenship of Mary - Saturday, 22 August 

 
RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 

 

Warrina - Communion Service, Tuesday, 18 August 
at 4pm. 
Nuffield & Hopetoun - Communion Service, 
Wednesday, 19 August at 4pm (Farrer Brown Court). 
Nordby - Communion Service, Thursday, 20 August 
at 4pm. 
Wirreanda - Communion Service, Thursday, 20 
August at 11am. 
Kilvinton - Communion Service, Friday, 21 August at 
2pm (Brian King Gardens). 
 
FAMILY GROUPS: The Passionist Family 
Group Movement has been part of this 
parish for 27 years. The concept of the 
Family Group is to provide an extended 
family environment and is ideal for new 
members of the parish or even for parishioners of 
many years standing. The groups meet regularly in a 
social but caring setting. For information please 
contact Ray and Maureen on 9634 6925. 
 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009: Families 
who were unable to attend the closing ceremony can 
pick up their presentation folders from the parish office 
during office hours. 

LITURGY CORNER 
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The ready answer bared a fact no bishop ever 
knew - 
“It’s the day before the races out at 
Tangmalangaloo.” 
     That humorous absurdity has many modern 
counterparts among the young (and old) in a 
secular world that greatly overshadows the City 
of God. A nettle yet to be grasped by Catholic 
Education is the assignment only of committed 
Catholic teachers to R.E. classes. In no other 
highly valued discipline are the vague and 
confused offered as mentors. 
     Since Vatican II the inspiring truth for the 
Church’s renewal is “The eucharist – the source 
and summit of our faith life”. A natural corollary 
of this aphorism is concern about the dwindling 
number of priests. Pope Benedict XVI has issued 
a clarion call in this regard in instituting the Year 
of the Priest which began on 19 June 2009. 
     For the people in our pews the purpose of the 
Year of the Priest will be easily understood. 
Many of the administrative decisions in a diocese 
are made at a bureaucratic level. Will the 
importance of this year be central to their 
planning? 
     In our schools, will the Pope’s vision be 
translated into a practical reality as part of the 
faith presentation? 
     There is no doubt that the ordinary everyday 
practising Catholics who face the future with a 
sense of foreboding will welcome and embrace 
the Year of the Priest. Often their voices are thin 
and wan in the diocesan choir. In secular terms 
they are the real stake-holders in the Church’s 
future. 
     Perhaps an adaptation of G.K. Chesterton’s 
lament of the people of England is appropriate. 
The original verse mirrors Disraeli’s theme of the 
two nations: 
     Smile at us, pass us by but do not quite forget 
we are the people in the pews and we have not 
spoken yet. 
 

You can see the full magazine, The Swag at 
theswag.org.au. 
                                                            Father John 
 

 
40 HOUR FAMINE: Got a spare $40? Did you know 
that this could feed 5 children in either Kenya or 
Cambodia for a whole month? World Vision's 40 Hour 
Famine is on 21-23 August, and we would love your 
help.  No donation is too big or too small - every bit 
counts. So help us bite back at hunger and support 
the young people in our parish doing this year’s 
f a m i n e .  S i m p l y  d o n a t e  o n l i n e 
(www.40hourfamine.com - Famine no.: 29200104-7), 
directly to a participant or through the Parish office.   
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CAN YOU HELP?? Our Faith Formation course is 
commencing once again for all families seeking to 
prepare their children to receive sacraments. We are 
looking for anyone interested in being on our 
hospitality team. You may like to facilitate 
conversation, help serve refreshments or mind 
children.  Commitment is once a week for 4 weeks 
beginning this week. This is a short-term but 
extremely worthwhile ministry and any amount of time 
you can offer will be great! Please contact Alice at the 
Parish office on 9634 2622 (Mon & Wed) or 
sacraments@stbernadette.org.au.  
 

CWL FASHION PARADE: Catholic Women's League 
Parramatta Diocese is hosting a Fashion Parade 
(Stafford Fashions) on Wednesday, 2nd September in 
the Cathedral Hall, Parramatta.  Morning tea at 10am 
followed by Parade.  Tickets $10.  Please book with 
P a t r i c i a  C a s t e l l a n  9 6 1 3  8 2 8 6  o r 
jcastellan@optusnet.com.au by 25th Aug.  

�
BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY: All are welcome to join 
the Blankets for the Needy Team this Monday, 17 
August in the Marian Centre starting with 
morning tea at 10.00am. Bring your knitting/
crocheting and enjoy good company and 
refreshments. Transport available if needed. 
RSVP Jo 9634 5961 or Hilary 9894 5913. 
 

 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL RUG RAFFLE:  
Don’t miss your chance to choose a 
hand-made rug. Tickets will be on sale 
TODAY after Mass for just $2 each or 3 
for $5. 

 

RETREAT FOR WOMEN at Mt Schoenstatt on 12 & 13 
September at 230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. Phone 4773 
8338. Details at www.schoenstatt.org.au. 
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CAN YOU SPARE VINNIES A LITTLE TIME?    Week 
after week for more than 100 years, the volunteers of 
St Vincent de Paul Society in our region have been 
helping local people in crisis.  But now Vinnies needs 
your help.  From August 22 - 30, the Society will hold 
its annual Western Sydney Doorknock Appeal, to raise 
funds to help families in need. 
 

Are you able to spare just 2 or 3 hours of your tim e, 
ideally on the weekend of 22/23 (or 29/30) August 
this year to join the great St Bernadette’s Vinnies  
Doorknock Team?  
 

Encourage your family and friends to join you!  No one 
too old!  Make a team (of 2 or 4), or we’ll place you in 
one of our great teams.   (Training provided.) 
 

Here is an opportunity to put faith into action, ge t 
some exercise and have some fun! And in an         
unspoken, but effective way, help spread the Lord’s  
message of love and compassion throughout our 
local community. 
 

If you haven’t already received a letter, please contact 
Margaret Hawkes on 0413 013 390 or Greg Piggott on 
0413 747 214. 
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DWF APPEAL TODAY  
 

The Diocesan Works Fund Appeal will take place this 
weekend with the quota for the appeal set by the 
Diocese at $25,164. These funds assist with the 
charitable works of the Diocese, supporting the various 
ministries and groups. Donations are 100% deductible. 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)                Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)      9.15am  Communion Service  
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator               Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance                            Sat  8.00am  
        Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
       

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Jeanette Iles (funeral Tuesday at 10.30am) and Felix Valmocina who have died recently and for 
the anniversaries of Ray Meehan (12/8), Emilie Scerri (16/8) and Amando & Consolacion Manguenna (14/8).  
 

�/+.��+��/����2.�3��4��5�6�"����
�00�7�08  

AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Michael Wilson 

S7 

Sue Calabrese 
John Geoghegan 

Daniel Mezger 

Iciar Quintana, Cathy & Mark Richmond, Alf Jacobs,  
Carmel James, Stephen & Janice MacMahon,  

Don & Remie de Leon 

7.30AM 
Zeno Hong 

S8 

Ron Gledhill 
Jo Wickens 

Joe Menezes 

Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton, Margaret Elder,  
Ken Short, Peter Grace 

9.00AM 
Joe Josue 

S9 

Karin Abrams 
Tim Abrams 

Cathy Richmond 

Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso, 
Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo,  

Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams 

10.30AM 
Budi Kawiadji 

S10 

Chris O’Loan 
Mila Mina 

Max Bosotti 

Marion McDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,  
Florina Vanderwaals, Barbara Shannon, Barry Halpin, 

Tony & Wendy Smith, Wendy Stone 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - August 23  

Adult Servers 
Alex Tomic 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Vanessa Muscat 

Tina Muscat 
Brenda Clasquin 

Altar Servers 
S6 

Projectionist 
Matthew Ashton 

 

Gift Preparation 
Jeremy Smith 

Mitchell Johnson-Green 

Ushers 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Welcomers 
 

Musos 

Annalyce Hangan 
Belinda Lee 

Chris Dogulin 

Kate Eagleston 
Monica O’Callaghan 

 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Sarah Ashton 
Ashley Adams 

 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Annabel Irawan 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Erich Gracias Flor 

Sara Ang 
Veronica Sahabu 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Louise Oxford 
Rhonda Loftus 

 
FLOWER ROSTER 

Christella Jayawardena 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Barbara Fong, Karen D’Souza,  
Christine Gracia, Jana Fizely 

 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Barbara Ingram 
Marie Sammut 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
John Loftus, Mila Mina, Joe Busittil,  

Joseph Collorafi 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Joanne Barrett / Catherine Seddon / Bernadette 

Navarra / Barbara Halpin / Natasha Orioles 

 


