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BUSHFIRE CHAPLAINCY 

T he royal commission into the bushfires in 
Victoria continues in Melbourne. In 
March, the Archbishop of Melbourne, 
Denis Hart, wrote thanking St              

Bernadette’s Parish for the $16,420 donated to the 
Archbishop’s Charitable Fund Bushfire Appeal.  
The following article by Father Greg Bourke, a 
priest of the Melbourne Archdiocese, tells us of the 
work he is doing among the bushfire victims.  
 

A ny disaster that warrants the          
declaration of a state of emergency 
has at least three distinct phases. The 
first is the state of 

emergency itself. This is the   
period of weeks immediately 
after the disaster. In those first 
weeks, a closely governed plan 
is put into effect to cover the 
need for relief from the sudden 
disappearance of infrastructure. 
In this first stage the Australian 
Defence Force provides          
protection, nutrition, housing 
and transport. Also, emergency 
and relief centres are put in 
place and serviced by the         
Department of Human Services, 
Centrelink, the Red Cross and 
the Salvation Army.  
     The second stage is the recovery stage. We are 
in this stage at present. My role as Bushfire       
Recovery Chaplain derives its meaning and title 
from this stage. People who have dealt with other 
national and worldwide emergencies describe this 
stage in these or similar words: “In the face of the 
disaster, we saw the best of human nature. In the 
recovery stage, we shall see the worst of human 
nature.” 
     In the midst of the disaster and immediately 
afterwards we witnessed great acts of heroism 
and generosity, and outpourings of compassion 
and solidarity. The Australian Defence Force has 
withdrawn and other services such as the Red 
Cross, the Salvation Army and Centrelink will 
also progressively fulfil their missions as        
emergency and relief agencies and withdraw. The 

long and often awful haul towards recovery now 
begins. Recovery generally means that things will 
get worse before they get better. 
   Some practical realities among a myriad of      
others are: plumbing cannot be connected because 
pipes melted in the fire; people cannot search 
through their own rubble because of asbestos; 
when it rains, mud and ash are tramped into the 
caravan that is the makeshift home to a family 
that has lost their ‘beautiful’ home; children get 
frustrated in close confines; the dead are 
mourned, but not yet buried; the injured need to 

be visited in hospitals in        
Melbourne even though family 
cars were burnt in the fires; 
spouses are divided whether to 
rebuild or relocate; neighbours 
who have homes  fee l                    
embarrassed and guilty when 
they greet those who lost 
homes; clinical depression be-
comes more prevalent, drugs 
and         alcohol are used inap-
propriately; and people blame 
other people for the disaster.   
     What is it that people wish to 

recover? Basically, beyond          
material replacement, it is to    
normalise their relationships, 

their working lives, the environment and their 
family and recreational routines. The recovery 
period will be a series of stepping stones that will 
be difficult to negotiate along the path to the 
‘normal’ life that the displaced and dispossessed 
desire.  
     The third stage is reconstruction. This is about 
returning people to normal life in the community, 
not exactly as it was but in a way that is well   
constituted, creative and progressive. In some   
respects the infrastructure will be better but it will 
never be the same. 
     These stages are not neatly compartmentalised 
phases as they are described here, following each 
other on specific dates, but rather they merge into 
one another; it is an experience in progress. 
    With this in mind, I consider that my role as 

Father Greg Bourke,  
Bushfire Recovery Chaplain. 
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First Reading Acts 10:25-26.34-35,44-
48. Cornelius is the first non-Jew to 
receive the Holy Spirit, who has no 
favourites. All races are acceptable to 
God.  
 

Second Reading 1 John 4:7-10. Love 
comes from God, who is love.         
Everyone who loves is born of God. 
 

Gospel  John 15:9-17. We are to remain in the love of 
Christ so that we can bear fruit that will last. 
 

Next week: Ascension of the Lord - Year B   
Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Mark 16:15-20 

 
HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 
RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK: 
 

Warrina - Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Tuesday 19 
May at 4pm in the chapel. 
Nuffield & Hopetoun - Mass & Anointing of the Sick 
on Wednesday 20 May at 4pm in the chapel at Farrer 
Brown Court. 
Nordby - Mass & Anointing of the Sick on Thursday 
21 May at 4pm. 
Wirreanda - Communion Service & Anointing of the 
Sick on Thursday 21 May at 11am. 
 
K I N D E R G AR T E N  2 0 1 0  AT  S T             
BERNADETTE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL    
Enrolment packs are available from St       
Bernadette’s School Office until Friday 29 
May.  
 
LITTLE WHITE BOOK FOR EASTER is a book of 
six-minute reflections on the Resurrection Narrative of 
Mark covering from Easter to Pentecost. These books 
are available from the Bookshop for $5 each. 

Bushfire Recovery Chaplain has three facets.  The 
first is to offer support to the Catholic             
communities. The bushfires raged through five 
parishes: Kilmore (Wandong), Diamond Creek 
(Kinglake), Epping (Whittlesea), Yea-Alexandra 
(Flowerdale and Marysville) and Healesville.  In 
addition, parishes such as Mt Evelyn 
(Warburton), Belgrave and Ferntree Gully were 
menaced by fire. We must not underestimate the 
anxiety felt by those who faced the flames; three 
weeks of constant worry and vigilance push some 
people too far. They too need help to recover.  
First, I am attempting to support the priests and 
leadership teams of the affected parishes,          
including the schools, so that these people may be 
better placed to do what they want to do - care for 
their people. 
The Chaplaincy, in conjunction with the 
Archbishops Charitable Fund and other sources of 
funding, is shifting part-time pastoral associates 
to full time, providing extra secretarial support to 
priests in the affected areas, financing shop fronts 
and other centres to provide immediate           
community support. The Chaplaincy has also 
placed more than 100 volunteers from our       
parishes in ‘Information Hubs’ to help bushfire 
survivors. Eventually, the support will extend into 
other appropriate areas. The chaplaincy also has 
the services of Fr Kevin Goode OFM, who at  
present lives at Kinglake, and Jerome Santamaria, 
a seminarian on pastoral placement. As the weeks 
unfold more volunteers will be needed. 
   Second, the Chaplaincy has been feeding        
information and ‘state of play’ from the fringes of 
the parishes in the affected areas back to our 
Catholic agencies such as Centacare and the St 
Vincent de Paul Society, as also to the 
Archbishop’s Charitable Fund. This helps us to 
identify any gaps in service delivery to better 
serve the people affected. 
      This is an opportunity also for the Church to 
learn how we can be of service to the total        
community when there is a state of emergency 
and to take up an appropriate role both through 
parish structures and through Catholic agencies. 
     We have not seen such a disaster in our         
Archdiocese since perhaps the Spanish Flu epi-
demic after World War I. Archbishop Hart has 
made a tremendous effort to respond to this        
terrible tragedy and, if there is ever another        
disaster in the future, the Church will be better 
placed to respond. 
 

     The article is reprinted from The Far East, 
May, 2009.  Father Greg has a big task ahead of 
him.  He is assured of our prayers.   

Fr John. 

LITURGY CORNER 
The heart of today’s gospel lies in Jesus repeating 
his command: ‘Love one another’. Jesus is the 
model for this generous loving as this is the love 
he shows to those who follow him. Jesus changed 
the way in which God relates to human beings: we 
are no longer servants of God but are drawn into 
deep intimacy and friendship through the Son. 
(This is a radical change of relationship given that 
friendship implies equality, openness and sharing 
of life and experience, a mutual concern and    
interest. It maybe a challenge to imagine God in 
this way when we tend to consider him as vastly 
superior). This new relationship is not dependent 
on our choice or will. God has chosen us and we 
are now commissioned to bear fruit (recall the  
gospel from last week), fruit that will last. The 
Christian command to love is not a vague feeling 
of good will; it is a love which suffers all, and may 
demand great sacrifice. The command to love as 
Jesus loved may be the most difficult test of our 
Christianity. This is how the presence of Jesus is 
experienced even in his absence!  
                                                                   Adapted The Summit 



 

 

DIOCESAN WORKS FUND APPEAL Our thanks to all 
who have donated money to the DWF Appeal over the 
last two weeks. Approximately $20,000 has been         
received for this appeal which will go to Parramatta  
Diocese to support the various ministries and groups. 
Any additional envelopes will be gratefully accepted. 
Donations are 100% deductible.  
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 09/10: Current editions will 
expire in two weeks time!  Don’t miss out on getting your new 
edition now with all vouchers valid until June 2010. At 
$55 for Parramatta/Hills edition or $65 Sydney North & 
Sydney – these books will pay for themselves.  Check 
out the sample books in the foyer and see for yourself 
how great they are. All editions can be         purchased 
from the Parish Office during office hours and funds raised 
support our Life Teen Youth Ministry. 
 

 

GARAGE SALE AT WINSTON HILLS The Knights of 
the Southern Cross invites you to its Annual Garage 
Sale at St Paul the Apostle, Buckleys Rd, Winston Hills 
on Sunday 31 May from 8.00am. Bargains galore! If you 
have any treasures to donate please phone Trevor       
Wilton on 9873 4501. 
 
LIFE BEGINS AT 50 Cards/Mahjong this Friday 22 May 
in the Marian Centre at 7.30pm. 
For those going to Parkes, a reminder that there is a 
get-together in the Marian Centre on Monday 25 May at 
7.30pm for final details. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE: Interested in Social Justice? Want a 
voice in community issues? Meet with organisers from 
Sydney Alliance Diocesan Social Justice Office at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Hall, Parramatta this Thursday 21 
May at 7.30pm 
 

ART & CRAFT SHOW: St Ignatius College, Riverview 
is holding its annual Art and Craft show again this year 
next Saturday May 23 (9am to 5pm) and Sunday May 
24 (10am to 4pm). Admission $5, students free 
 

A MEN’S SHED IN CASTLE HILL - Come and find out 
about it! Saturday 23 May at 12 noon at Eric Mobbs  
Reserve or ring Terry O’Mara 0411 307039. Free BBQ 
on the day. Brochures available from the church foyer. 
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GILROY CATHOLIC COLLEGE           
Enrolment Packages for Year 7 in 2010 
are available from the College office 
8am to 4pm Monday to Friday. Closing 
date for applications is 25 May. For  
i n f o r m a t i o n : 

g i l roy@parra.catho l ic .edu.au or 
www.gilroy.parra.catholic.edu.au. 
 
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION is held every Thursday 
evening, 7.30 to 8.30pm in the Lourdes Centre, 31b 
Brisbane Rd. Contact: Marilou 9680 4531 or Lesley 
9873 1321.  
 
GILROY COLLEGE PARENTING FORUM  Would 
you like some clues into what makes teenagers 
tick? Brett Murray, a youth and corporate motivator, 
will give insights into teenagers in the comfort of 
Gilroy College library on Wednesday 27 May at 
7.30pm. Tea/coffee from 7pm. Donation: $5. RSVP 
to the school office on 9680 2311 or 
gilroy@parra.catholic.edu.au. 

 
O L M C  P A R R A M A T T A          
SENIORS CONCERT: The Year 
11 students from Our Lady of 
Mercy College, Parramatta invite 
elderly members of our parish to a 
special event on Thursday 28 May 
from 11.00am to 1.30pm featuring 

a variety concert and serving of light refreshments. 
Wheelchair access is available (patients from care 
facilities will need a reasonable degree of            
self-sufficiency). RSVP essential to 9683 3300 as 
numbers are limited. 
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 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009  
 

·  Next Session: THIS Tuesday 19th (4pm & 7:30pm) and Saturday 23rd May 3:30pm in the Parish Hall for  par-
ents and children. 
· All Confirmation details must be finalised. If we have not received your child’s confirmation name or  
 sponsor please email (sacraments@stbernadette.org.au) or contact Alice at the parish office asap. 
· Please ensure you have booked your 'Tour of the Church'. 
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Adam Chioatto, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                          Sat  8.00am  
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance      Mass on Public Holidays at 8am  

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Lorna Cartwright, Angelo Lucchese, Joy Mary Tate, Shirley McGrath, Conchita Jaurigue and 
Marie Foran who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Mary Burge (May 18), Adelia Bosotti (May 14), 
Celine & Fortunate Menezes, Judy Johnson (May 19), Carlo Rossi and John Griffin (May 20) and in remembrance 
of Jean Ingold and Lucy Street. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Michael Wilson 

S3 

Vince Connelly 
Ray Scully 

Jessica Fearnside 

Jessica Fearnside, Rebecca Barrett, Moira Mitchell, 
Marjorie, Dominic & Natasha Orioles, John Geoghegan, 

Harry Reyden, Jackie/Cassandra Holden 

7.30AM 
Zeno Hong 

S4 

Tony Falzon 
Patricia Bright 
John O’Dea 

Rose & Peter Huby, Gerard & Geraldine Kearney,  
Carmel Moriarty, Joyan Fife 

9.00AM 
Joe Josue 

S5 

Trevor O’Shea 
Brian Blacklock 
Joanne O’Shea 

Christine Kelly, Rodney Jilek, John Hogan, John Leach, 
Hilary Fong, Joan Claxton, Gi Zenere, Mike Reidy,  

Yvette Braganza 

10.30AM 
Budi Kawiadji 

S1 

Tony Smith 
Philip Golamco 

Trinity Abbertson-Woo 

Tim Abrams, Coney & Charlie Lau, Letty & Robert Yu,  
Ollie Nguy, Susana Lorenzo, Adel Boudib,  

Dawn Wickramasinghe 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - May 24  

Adult Servers 
Alex Tomic 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Vanessa Muscat 

Tina Muscat 
Brenda Clasquin 

Altar Servers 
S2 

Projectionist 
Matthew Ashton 

 

Gift Preparation 
Jeremy Smith 

Mitchell Johnson-Green 

Ushers 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Welcomers 
 
 

Musos 
Annalyce Hangan 

Belinda Lee 
Chris Dogulin 

 

Kate Eagleston 
Monica O’Callaghan 

 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 
Horns/Strings/

Winds 
Sarah Ashton 
Ashley Adams 

Singers 
Alison Wong 

Darian Jessup-
Lonsdale 

Eric Gracias Flor 
Veronica Sahabu 
Annabel Irawan 

Sara Ang 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Louise Oxford 
Rhonda Loftus 

 
FLOWER ROSTER 
Sandra Fernando 

 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Pat Kenna, Francesca Menezes, Maree  

McDermott, Margaret Sinha, Moira Mitchell  
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Sandra Watson 
Denise Hicks 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Howard Woodward, Helen Wilson,  

John Giorgiutti, Joseph Boudib 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Paula Boyd / Carmel Moriarty / Jane Beard / 

Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin 

 


