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BENEDICT IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

O n Good Friday at St Bernadette’s we 
took up a collection for the Holy 
Places that amounted to $6,209. This 
money, according to the recept we 

received during the week, will be used to 
“promote the missionary work of the Church [in 
the Holy Land] and will help to provide the local 
Christians with health care, education,             
employment and housing. The collection will be 
spent also on maintaining over 
seventy churches and shrines 
associated with the life of    
Jesus.” 
     The Franciscan friars have 
been custodians of these        
sacred places for seven        
centuries. The Franciscans and 
the local parishioners maintain 
these holy places as prayerful 
sites for local Catholics and 
pilgrims.   
     Usage means that they are 
not museums but prayerful 
places of pilgrimage. 
     In 1209, on April 16 in 
fact, a Rule of Life was        
approved by Pope Innocent III 
and the new religious order, 
the Franciscans came into        
being. That was 800 years ago. 
      In 1219, Frances of Assisi 
left Italy for Damietta in 
Egypt. Francis wanted to meet 
the Muslim sultan. He found 
the new sultan, Malek al-Kamil open to dialogue. 
It was al-Kamil who gave control of the Christian 
holy places to the Franciscans. Francis was very 
keen on a continuing dialogue with Muslims and, 
in his early Rule, there is a special chapter         
dedicated to relationships with Muslims. For 
Francis, Muslims were to be seen, not as enemies, 
not even as friends, but as brothers.   
     Next Friday, Pope Benedict, like Francis will 
leave Italy and travel to, what Christians call, “the 
Holy Land”. He will meet Muslims in Jerusalem 
and Christians in Bethlehem. Bethlehem has 
some significance for us in Castle Hill because, 

besides being the birthplace of Jesus, there is a 
university there that is administered by the De La 
Salle Brothers who also teach our boys and girls 
at Oakhill College.   
     Situated on eight and a half acres, the            
university has departments of arts, business      
administration, nursing and education. In the 
1890s the De La Salle Brothers opened schools in 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jaffa, Nazareth, Turkey, 

Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt.  
The Bethlehem University 
was founded in 1973.   
     The university is a symbol 
of the difficulties faced by 
Christians in the Holy Land, 
difficulties the Pope will see 
first hand. 
     The university website 
tells us that, “despite being 
closed twelve times by Israeli 
military imposed orders, the 
longest of which was for 
three years from October 
1987 until October 1990, 
classes have continually been 
held on and off campus. The 
curfews, travel restrictions, 
m i l i t a r y  c h e c k p o i n t           
harassment and the negative 
impact of the Israeli military 
occupation of the West Bank, 
are factors faced by the       
University’s enrolment of 
2,936 students, most of whom 

are full time, and 10,816 graduates, most of 
whom are serving the Palestinian society in the 
West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza in various 
professions and leadership positions.  
     The University’s story is one of people         
committed to pursuing their higher education – 
perseverance and courage in the face of adversity 
and injustice – working together in hope with an 
ever widening international circle of colleagues to 
build a better future.”  
     The relationship between the Israeli          
Government and the Holy See is at an all-time 
low. Whether the Muslims have used the        
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First Reading  Acts 4:8-12. Arrested 
for an act of kindness, Peter joyfully 
proclaims the risen Lord. 
 

Second Reading 1 John 3:1-2. 
John reflects on our present       
blessings and looks forward to    
eternal joys. 
 

Gospel  John 10:11-18. Jesus, the 
good shepherd, willingly gives his life 

for the unity of us all. 
 

Next week: 4th Sunday of Easter - Year B   
Acts 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

 
HOLY HOUR WITH BENEDICTION this Thursday 
from 8.00 to 9.00pm including Rosary, prayers, 
hymns & scripture reading. All welcome! 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE  The Relay for Life, 
Cancer Council NSW will be held at 
Castle Hill Showground over 24 hours 
starting at 10am on Saturday 16 May 
until 10am Sunday 17 May. This year 
St Bernadette’s will not be having a 

hospitality area, however there will be a team under 
“St Bernadette’s Catholic Church Castle Hill”.        
Registration fee from May 2 is $15.00 per person 
which includes a shirt. Register through 
www.relayforlife.org.au/nsw or at the Showground on 
16 May. For information phone Richard Tarlinton on 
9634 3658. 
 
SCHOOL MOTHERS’ DAY MASS  This Thursday, 7 
May at 9.15am the children from St Bernadette’s    
Primary school and their mums will be celebrating this 
special occasion together.  
 
KINDERGARTEN 2010 AT ST BERNADETTE’S     
PRIMARY SCHOOL Enrolment packs will 
be available from St Bernadette’s School 
Office until Friday 29 May. An Open Day 
will be held on Thursday 14 May with       
sessions at 9am & 2pm.  

awkward situation of the Pope’s Regensburg         
lecture in September 2006, and the Jews have 
used the papal overtures to the Lefebvrists and the 
controversial Good Friday prayer as political 
tools to embarrass the pope or whether they are 
genuinely outraged, is difficult to say. Certainly 
there is no yardage in a papal visit for the Israeli 
Government because the Pope brings with him a 
huge contingent of media which would not        
otherwise be scrutinising the new coalition      
government headed by Benjamin Netanyahu. 
     Those who see the pope only as a benign        
octogenarian kissing babies and blessing rosary 
beads miss the point of Benedict’s political       
mission to the Holy Land. More than any other 
papal pilgrimage, Benedict will be walking a 
tightrope. Both the political and the church        
situation in the Middle East are anything but easy.  
The Palestinian Christians, mostly Catholic, do 
not have an easy life. 
     Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the      
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
and the head of the Vatican commission for      
relations with Jews said, “The Holy See is in       
favour of a two-state solution but that does not 
seem too important to the Israeli Government at 
the moment. The diplomatic high-wire act will 
therefore be not to accept any false                 
compromises.” 
     The Pope will visit a mosque in Jordan and 
meet with Muslims in Jerusalem. He will also 
visit a Palestinian refugee camp. In a sense he 
can’t win. He will be smeared as being anti-
Semitic by one group and accused of prioritising 
relations with Muslims over relations with Jews.  
He will have to pay the normal courtesies to the 
host Head-of-State (Israel) which will rankle the 
Arab world. 
     What the Pope needs is a clear head and some 
good advisors.  He is fortunate to have Cardinal 
Kasper accompany him on the May 8 to 15 visit. 
     Some of the conflicts around the world         
originate in this part of the world and find their 
source in the Israel-Arab divide, which is now 60 
years old.  Addressing 3,000 Franciscans at Castel 
Gandolfo last Saturday, the Pope said, “St           
Francis’ unique chrism was that ‘from the           
beginning he saw the little ‘us’ he had begun with 
his first friars as being part of the great ‘us’ of the 
one universal Church’”. At St Bernadette’s we 
will pray that the Holy Father’s visit will be a 
success. We are the little ‘us’ at St Bernadette’s 
being part of the great ‘us’ of the one universal 
Church praying for the success of Pope            
Benedict’s pilgrimage to the Holy Land in the 
footsteps of St Francis of Assisi.  
          Father John. 

LITURGY CORNER 
The gospel for today begins with one of the ‘I am’ 
statements which the evangelist John reports Je-
sus as saying. Each statement tells us immedi-
ately something of who Jesus understands himself 
to be and each is set against a background the 
people would have understood – they knew about 
sheep, shepherds and King David who, as a boy, 
had been a shepherd so the image of the Shep-
herd Messiah underlies the gospel. However, the         
intimacy of Jesus’ relationship with his flock goes 
beyond even this. The gospel is a statement of the 
seriousness of Jesus’ commitment to the Father’s 
will and his self-giving love for humankind. Jesus’ 
life is freely given for his flock (that’s us!). It is 
sometimes thought that Jesus died to satisfy the 
will of the Father imposed on the Son. This is not 
so. Jesus’ gift was a free gift because he             
responded at all times to that which he wished to 
make known to the world: it is generous,             
self-giving love for others.            Adapted The Summit 

 



 

 

DIOCESAN WORKS FUND APPEAL TODAY 
 

The first of the DWF Appeals for 2009 will be held today 
in our parish. $25,164 is required by the Diocese for this 
appeal. These funds assist with the charitable works of 
the Diocese, supporting the various ministries and 
groups. Donations are 100% deductible. Please give 
generously. 
 
 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 09/10: New editions are on 
sale now!  Don’t miss out on your copy of this fantastic 
book with all the vouchers valid until June 2010. At $55 
for Parramatta/Hills edition or $65 Sydney North &   
Sydney – these books will pay for themselves. All     
editions will be available for purchase after all masses 
next weekend  May 9/10 – makes a great Mother’s Day 
gift!  Otherwise you can contact the Parish office during        
office hours to buy your copy. Money raised from sales 
continue to support our Life Teen Youth Ministry.�

 
SPARE FLOWER BULBS  St Joseph’s 
Centre at Baulkham Hills would appreciate 
any flower bulbs you may like to contribute 
to beautify the newly built Grotto area and 
surroundings. It would be helpful if bulbs 
could be placed in a bag and labelled 

‘daffodils’, ‘anemones’, ‘tulips’, ‘hyacinths’ etc and left in 
the parish office or church foyer in the box provided. 
 
PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES DUE BACK NOW 
Thank you to all who returned their boxes and              
envelopes. If you still have a box or set of envelopes, 
please return them as soon as possible. All monies      
donated to Project Compassion are tax deductible. 
 

LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Card/Mahjong this Friday 8 May 
at 7.30pm in the Marian Centre.  
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GILROY CATHOLIC COLLEGE           
Enrolment Packages for Year 7 in 
2010 are available from the College 
office 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday. 
Closing date for applications is 25 
M a y .  F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n : 
gi lroy@parra.cathol ic .edu.au or 

www.gilroy.parra.catholic.edu.au. 
 

TOUR TO TURKEY - OCTOBER SCHOOL       
HOLIDAYS  Fr Wim Hoekstra needs 4 more people 
to make the Tour a definite, so the  deposit date has 
been extended. If you were thinking about going, it's 
n o t  t o o  l a t e .  F o r  d e t a i l s  g o  t o 
www.stpatscathedral.com.au or phone 8839 8420 
for a brochure. The basic price is $5,490 which      
includes economy airfares to and within Turkey, 13 
nights hotel accommodation with all meals, a      
dedicated English speaking tour guide, transfers, 
tours to Patmos and Bosphorus cruise and           
transportation. Some extra costs are not included 
but can be found in the brochure.  
 

MOTHERS’ RETREAT DAY Grandmothers and        
Mothers are invited to a retreat day on Saturday 9 
May from 10am to 4pm including talks, prayer times, 
Mass and meals. Crèche available for                  
pre-schoolers. The venue is Mt Schoenstatt Shrine 
and Retreat Centre, 230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. The 
cost, including meals, is $10. For registrations, 
please contact Mary Joseph on 9390 5283. 
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 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009  
 

·  Next Session: THIS Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th May at 7:30pm in the Church for parents only. (This       
session is for families with children preparing to receive the sacrament of the Eucharist.) Please bring your 
Bible and a pen  

· All Confirmation details must be finalised.  If we have not received your child’s confirmation name or          
sponsor please email (sacraments@stbernadette.org.au) or contact Alice at the parish office asap.   
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St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Adam Chioatto, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                          Sat  8.00am  
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance      Mass on Public Holidays at 8am  

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Kathleen Hancock who has died recently and for the anniversaries of Ellen Cowan (Apr 14),   
Martin Ryan (May 3) and George Sien Kheng Ngu (May 5). 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Goranka Cular, Keith Taylor, Barry Woodward. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Michael Lopez 

S4 

Caroline/Paul Dumapit 
Brian Mooney 

John Abernethy 

Iciar Quintana, Cathy & Mark Richmond, Alf Jacobs,  
Carmel James, Stephen & Janice MacMahon,  

Don & Remie de Leon 

7.30AM 
Joe Lorenzo 

S5 

Yolanda Colosimo 
Joyan Fife 

Michael Cronin 

Joan Ghisla, Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton, Margaret Elder, 
Ken Short, Peter Grace 

9.00AM 
John Maker 

S1 

Angela Crowe 
Nanette D’Arcy 

Neil Bone 

Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso, 
Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo, 

 Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams 

10.30AM 
Stephen MacMahon 

S2 

Irene Ngu 
Margaret Griffin 

Guy Hannan 

Marion MacDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,  
Florina Vanderwaals, Barbara Shannon,  

Tony & Wendy Smith, Wendy Stone, Barry Halpin 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - May 10  

Adult Servers 
Julia Calixto 

Michael Smith 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Gillian Pak 

Leanne Pak 
Mitchell Waters 

Gift Preparation 
Caitlin Chaney 

Projectionist 
Matt Ashton 

 

Altar Servers 
S3 

 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguilera 

Glen Ferry 

Welcomers 
Darren Edwards 

Monica O’Callaghan 
 

Musos 
Alfonso Aguilera 

Belinda Lee 
Bill Clasquin 

Brenda Clasquin 
Julie Ferry 

Marc Clasquin 
Maria Aguilera 
Tina Muscat 
Tony Muscat 

Vanessa Muscat 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 
 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Sarah Ashton 
Ashley Adams 

Singers 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Alison Wong 

Monique O’Callaghan 
Sara Ang 

Veronica Sahabu 
Annabel Irawan 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Mothers’ Day 

No children’s Liturgy 
FLOWER ROSTER 

Wendy Smith 
 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Marion Heron, Marjorie Anderson,  

Caroline Higgins, Bernadette Logue  
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Howard Woodward 
Marie Woodward 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Bill Lee, Greg Piggott, Christopher Crowe,  

Eddy Pagnucco 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Carmel Adams / Catherine Seddon / Bernadette 

Logue / Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith 

 


