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DON’T LET’S PAINT OURSELVES INTO A CORNER 

C atholics are often faced with moral  
dilemmas. On the one hand we know 
we should not cooperate with evil or 
act against our conscience. On the 

other hand, the human situations we find         
ourselves in can present us with choices that even 
a moral theologian would find difficult to resolve. 
We have to make decisions about these matters 
and live with the consequences. 
     Should I attend my daughter’s wedding       
ceremony on Bondi Beach? Where do I sleep my 
son’s boyfriend when 
he comes to stay?  
Should we try IVF 
when we can’t        
conceive? Should I 
drive my daughter to 
the hospital when she 
decides to terminate 
h e r  u n w a n t e d       
pregnancy? 
     Cathol i cs  are        
making decisions 
about these matters 
every day and living 
w i t h  t h e                 
consequences. 
     A week ago, Tony 
Blair, a recent convert to Catholicism, said that 
Catholic leaders are out of step with ordinary      
believers in their attitude towards homosexuals. 
In the United States, bishops are denying holy 
communion to politicians who vote for             
liberalising abortion laws.   
     The recent case of the excommunication of the 
doctors who performed an abortion on a nine-year 
-old girl who had been made pregnant by her 
stepfather brought comment from two              
archbishops, each with opposing views on the 
matter.  Archbishop Fischella, the President of the       
Vatican's Pontifical Academy for Life, made 
headlines when he denounced the decision of 
Archbishop Jose Cardoso Sobrinho of the        
Archdiocese of Olinda and Recife to announce 
the excommunication of doctors and others who 
assisted in the abortion of the unnamed nine-year-
old girl. Writing in L'Osservatore Romano,       

Archbishop Rino Fisichella wrote that the doctors 
did not deserve excommunication for aborting the 
twin foetuses of the child. The statement by 
Archbishop Fisichella argued for a sense of 
“mercy” in such cases and respect for the     
Catholic doctors’ wrenching decision, and 
strongly criticised fellow churchmen who singled 
out the doctors and mother for public                
condemnation. 
     A week ago the Belgium Parliament               
condemned Pope Benedict for his statement about 

the use of condoms 
to fight HIV/Aids.  
The significance of 
a  g o v e r n m e n t         
condemning the 
Head of State of    
another government 
while not without 
p r e c e d e n t ,  i s       
c e r t a i n l y           
newsworthy. 
     More disturbing 
is last week’s report 
that the head of the 
E c c l e s i a  D e i        
C o m m i s s i o n ,        
Cardinal  Darío   

Castrillón Hovos, had recently reprimanded         
Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales of Manila for      
placing “unduly restrictive” conditions on the use 
of the Tridentine Mass.   
      In an appeal for calm, Vienna Cardinal        
Christophe Schonborn says that he understands 
the reaction of people who “find it impossible to 
understand recent decisions by the Vatican” that 
have made them angry. 
     While these goings-on show how diverse our 
Church is, it leaves ordinary Catholics bewildered 
and confused. The item making the news in 
Catholic circles in the United States at the       
moment is whether the President, Barack Obama, 
should be un-invited to the famous Catholic      
university called Notre Dame. The editorial in the 
English Tablet of April 4 addressed this issue.  It 
is worth reproducing here. 
 

Pupils from our parish primary school acting out the  
Last Supper during Holy Week. 
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First Reading  Acts 4:32-35. One of 
the signs of the unity that Christ’s 
resurrection brings to his Church is 
the way the early Christians shared 
their goods in common. 
 

Second Reading 1 John 5:1-6. The 
way we can show that we have        
conquered the hatred of the world is 
by loving one another and loving 

God through keeping God’s commandments. 
 

Gospel  John 20:19-31. On Easter Day the fearful      
disciples come to faith in the presence of the risen Jesus 
who brings them peace and joy and the Spirit. Later, 
doubting Thomas is challenged to come to the same 
faith. 
 
Next week: 3rd Sunday of Easter - Year B   
Acts 3:13-15,17-19, 1 John 2:1-5, Luke 24:35-48. 
 
HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm          
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

Feast Day this Week 
Anzac Day - Saturday, April 25 

 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES DUE BACK NOW 
Thank you to all who returned their boxes and              
envelopes last weekend. Over $16,000 has been  
donated so far from this parish to the Caritas Australia 
Project Compassion Appeal. If you still have a box or 
set of envelopes, please return them as soon as         
possible. All monies donated to Project Compassion 
are tax deductible. 
 

KINDERGARTEN 2010 AT ST BERNADETTE’S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL Enrolment packs will 
be available from St Bernadette’s Primary 
School Office between Tuesday 28 April 
and Friday 29 May. An Open Day will be 
held on Thursday 14 May with sessions at 
9am and 2pm. 
 

A s President Barack Obama received the           
adulation of press and public in London, a very 
different treatment was being directed at him 
within the Catholic Church in the United States. 

     He has been invited to America's senior Catholic         
university, Notre Dame in Indiana, both to receive an     
honorary doctorate of law and to give the graduation-day 
address. The invitation has caused a furore. It has been  
denounced not only by pro-life campaigning groups but also 
by leaders of the Catholic Church, Cardinal Francis George 
of Chicago to the fore, because Mr Obama is pro-choice 
and has authorised research involving embryonic stem cells. 
The cardinal, who is president of the US bishops'            
conference, said it was too late to withdraw the invitation 
but it should never have been issued and was an "extreme 
embarrassment". He called on Catholics to bombard Notre 
Dame with complaints and to protest at the event itself, 
which is scheduled for 17 May. 
     “Two questions arise, both of principle. First, is it       
correct to regard abortion as so crucial an issue to relations 
between Catholics and a secular government that no other 
consideration carries any weight? In America that seems to 
be the view taken, not least by many bishops but also, in 
even more extreme terms, by Catholic anti-abortion        
campaigners. It is equivalent to saying that a president,   
despite representing a social revolution in relations between 
the races, despite having a political agenda aimed at greater 
social justice and equality, and despite saying he favours 
measures designed to cut down the need for abortion, must 
nevertheless be regarded as tainted by evil and shunned 
accordingly, because of the issue of abortion. It is not a 
view that would find much sympathy in most Catholic         
circles in Europe. 
     “The second question is about how the Church should 
engage in public controversy. Does it make progress for its 
ideals and beliefs by symbolic boycotts and gestures of  
dissent, or does that merely confirm the views of the       
already convinced while closing the ears of those who are 
not? Nobody in America seriously doubts the opposition of 
millions of Catholics to abortion, although they probably 
also know that those who shout loudest have a hard-line 
position that is by no means shared unanimously. But if 
abortion is ever to be restricted by law in America, or     
indeed any other democratic country, it will come about by 
means of the democratic process and not just because       
bishops demand it. That means winning the debate: it means 
producing better arguments, which in turn means giving due 
weight to contrary opinions and treating opponents with 
civility. In a country where separation of Church and State 
is almost a religion in itself, anything that looks like an  
ecclesiastical dictum is counter-productive. 
      “And in this case, a very selective dictum. Nobody has 
suggested that President Obama should be shunned because 
he has not promised to end the death penalty, which is also 
part of Catholic teaching on the sanctity of life; nor that his 
predecessor should have been shunned because he engaged 
his country in an unjust war in Iraq, where untold innocent 
lives were lost. It seriously damages the whole Catholic 
contribution to democratic politics to treat abortion not only 
as a black-and-white issue, with no shades of grey, but as 
the unique black-and-white issue that trumps all others.” 
 
     The Tablet editorial gives us food for thought. 
To take the high moral ground with our own  
politicians would lead us into some unexpected 
consequences.                                           Fr John   
 

LITURGY CORNER 
We have now moved into the Great Fifty Days, the 
period from Easter Sunday to Pentecost and in 
today’s Gospel, John, tells us of transformation. 
The fear of the disciples is transformed by the gift 
of peace. The doubt of Thomas is transformed by 
his encounter with the risen Jesus. However, with 
transformation comes responsibility. The disciples 
are not to simply bask in the joy of Christ risen, but 
are sent to continue the mission of Jesus in the 
world. We are the disciples of the present age, 
and Jesus’ words apply now as they did then: ‘As 
the Father sent me, so I am sending you.’  How 
are we called to give expression to the love of  
Jesus which we profess?  

‘COME & SEE’  REFLECTION on Saturday 2 May 
at 12 noon (BYO lunch for 1pm start) at                
Marymount, 36 David Road, Castle Hill. Cost $5. 
Topic: Let’s Start at the Very Beginning…  
RSVP April 29.             Sr Judy 

 



 

 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY TODAY at Our Lady of the 
Rosary Parish, Kellyville with Exposition and             
Reconciliation from 1pm, followed by Benediction and 
Mass at 3pm. Celebrations are also at St Agatha’s 
Church, Pennant Hills from 1.30 to 5pm including Mass, 
Exposition, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,        
Confession, Benediction and Adoration. 
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GILROY CATHOLIC COLLEGE           
Enrolment Packages for Year 7 in 2010 
are available from the College office 8am 
to 4pm Monday to Friday. Closing date 
of applications is 25 May. For              
information: gilroy@parra.catholic.edu.au 
or www.gilroy.parra.catholic.edu.au. 

 

BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY  people have been       
invited to visit the craft group at ‘Living Choice’ this 
Thursday April 23  at 1.30pm. Meet in the car park 
at St Bernadette’s at 1.00-1.10 pm and car pool to 
Glenhaven. For more information and/or transport 
please contact Jo 9634 5961 or Hilary 9894 5913. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 09/10:  The new edition 
of this fantastic book is available today.  Don’t miss 
out on your copy. Once again, there are so many 
savings to be made on restaurants, accommodation, 
leisure activities and more! At $55 for Parramatta/
Hills edition or $65 Sydney North & Sydney, these 
books will pay for themselves. All editions will be 
available for purchase after all masses today and 
again on May 9/10.  Otherwise you can contact the 
Parish office during office hours  to buy your copy.  
All the money raised from the sale of these books 
continues to support our Life Teen Youth Ministry. 
 
LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Cards/Mahjong on 
Friday 24 April at 7.30pm in the Marian 
Centre. Contact Howard on 9899 8983. 
 
LITTLE WHITE BOOK FOR EASTER is a book of 
six-minute reflections on the Resurrection Narrative 
of Mark covering from Easter to Pentecost. These 
books are available from the Bookshop for $5 each. 
 
LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP           
recommences on Wednesday 29 April at 10am in 
the Marian Centre. The Gospel of Mark will be         
studied. Newcomers most welcome. Please ring the 
parish office before 21 April so books can be       
ordered. 
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009 
FIRST COMMUNION/ CONFIRMATION CAMP - Wednesday 22 A pril 9am - 8pm at Oakhill College 

Don’t forget to send in your confirmation of attendance, health requirements and dinner RSVP. Help is needed 
with setup, food preparation or supervision on the day! In particular, we are seeking any young adults (16+) who 
can help with leadership and running activities. Contact Alice on 9634 2622 or sacraments@stbernadette.org.au. 
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Some parishioners have remarked that the crowds who 
flocked to St Bernadette's over the Easter weekend are 
the largest they have ever seen. On Holy Thursday we 
consecrated more than 3,000 hosts, so that would be 
an indication of the numbers. On Good Friday we had 
ten ministers distributing Holy Communion and the       
distribution of Communion took at least 15 minutes.       
I don't know where all the people came from.  
 
A few "thank-yous" are in order. Probably the                
musicians deserve first mention because they had 
been practising for months. In second place go the 
Teens who put on a superb performance, (twice on 
Good Friday), giving up their time over Easter to be in 
Castle Hill and being part of the best production 
ever.  They are a fine group of actors who put so much 
of themselves into the acted-out Passion Play. And 
speaking of the dramatic effects, I am grateful to those 
who "televised" the washing of the feet on Holy       
Thursday and the baptisms on Holy Saturday.          
Parishioners could see what was happening. Mike  
Watson decorated the church for Palm Sunday in a 
stunning backdrop for the celebration. He then             
repeated this for Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Day. And while mentioning the liturgical         
environment, many parishioners would be unaware that 
Margaret Griffin went to the markets to buy the flowers 
with which she and some others decorated the 
church. Every time I was in the church, somebody was 
cleaning it. Many people gave up their time for        
practices. We had a practice for the Passion readers 
for Palm Sunday and practices for all the other         
ceremonies. The acolytes and altar servers were      
always on time and worked very hard to make the   
ceremonies meaningful for the community. Of special 
note are the RCIA candidates and their sponsors who 
embarked on an intense journey of faith starting at the 
beginning of Lent. Led by Sister Judy and accompanied 
by family and supporters, they were relieved on        
Saturday night when they sat down to dinner in the   
parish hall, again provided by parishioners. While the 
church wardens must have been stressed out with the 
large crowds, they professionally managed taking up 
the plates and showing people to their seats.  We could 
not operate without them.  Many behind-the-scenes 
people also made a contribution to Easter 2009,      
including the parish office staff who had extra tasks to 
do.  There were many others who helped to smooth the 
way and to all these people I am very grateful.                  
 

           Fr John 

 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am  
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Ian Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                          Sat  8.00am Anzac Day 
       
                   Mass on Public Holidays at 8am    Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Agnes Dowson, Neil Gledhill and Conchita Jaurigue who have died recently and for the          
anniversaries of Edward Joseph Geoghegan (Apr 12), Amira Jamal Merhi (Apr 16), Frank Prins and Henricus  
Althuizen and in remembrance of Beryl Prins. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Melvyn Myers 

S5 

Kristine Murgatroyd 
Cheryl Braisby 

Jenny/Albert Agius 

Felicity Carvalho, Lourice Asmar, Patrick Bowie, Rod Boyd, 
Adeline Chong, Ignatius/Natalia Chui, Lynne Myers,  

Barbara Ortlepp, Mary McMahon 

7.30AM 
Terry O’Mara 

S1 

Catherine Seddon 
Paul Hennessey 
Peter Ferguson 

Paul Hennessey, Francesca Menezes, Remy Sie,  
Bernard Rogers, Geoff Roney, Catherine Seddon 

9.00AM 
John Stone 

S2 

John Obeid 
Katrina Obeid 

Lina Josue 

Brian & Jenny Blacklock, Neil Bone, Angela Crowe,  
Brian D’Arcy, Jeff Davis, Joselyn Donovan, Jack Garcia, 

Yulia Hong 

10.30AM 
Michael Wilson 

S3 

Michael Abrahams 
Kerry Myers 

Anthea Hannan 

Mary & Jeyaraj Winslow, Crystal & Bernie Good,  
Mark Street, Gaye Crammond, Lydia Flores,  

Monica & Matthew Fitzalan 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - April 26  

Adult Servers 
Alex Tomic 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Vanessa Muscat 

Tina Muscat 
Brenda Clasquin 

Gift Preparation 
Jeremy Smith 

Mitchell Johnson-Green 

Projectionist 
Matthew Ashton 

Ushers 
Paul Musgrave 

Phillip Smith 

Altar Servers 
S4 

 

 Welcomers 
 
 

Musos 
Annalyce Hangan 

Belinda Lee 
Chris Dogulin 

 

Kate Eagleston 
Monica O’Callaghan 

 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Sarah Ashton 
Ashley Adams 

 

Singers 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Annabel Irawan 

Erich Gracias Flor 
Veronica Sahabu 

Sara Ang 
Alison Wong 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
No Children’s Liturgy 

 
FLOWER ROSTER 

Maria Battaglia 
 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Maria Mochnik, Katrina Habek,  

Ronald & Adelina Tabila, Caroline Irawan 
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
John Faehrmann 
Len Goldsworthy 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
David Dunn, Andrew Losurdo, Graham Murray, 

Michael & Julie Puckeridge 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Paula Boyd / Anne Parker / Jane Beard /  

Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin 

 


