THE PASSION OF JESUS IS OUR SUFFERING TOO

oday marks the beginning of the enormous harm while they themselves prosper
Church’s holiest week. It begins with through the new arrangement. We have come to
the solemn reading of the Passionexpect this in politics, but it is just as realtive
which tells us of the last moments of Church, in business, in sport and, unfortunately,
Jesus’ life. We will listen, knowing that the end in our families.
of the story is not about death, but about new life ~ We all know people like Peter. Some might
The Passion narrative read today from Marlkeven be married to one. These ‘Peters’ promise
is the story of the betrayal, trial and death of ouyou everything. They solemnly tell you they will
Saviour, Jesus Christ, but it parallels life itself  stick by you come hell or high water. “If | have to
Take for instance the complaint in Verse Fivedie with you, | will never disown you”. (Verse
that the nard oil used to wash Jesus’ head wa30). Their mantra is “Even if all fall away, | will

wasted. The oil was costly.
In fact, it could have been
resold for over three hun-
dred denarii — and the
money given to the poor.
Every time we refurbish a
building, whether it is the
Sydney Opera House or the
parish church, there are
critics who say the money
would be better spent on
building hospitals and
schools or should be given
to the poor.

not”, but when push comes
to shove, where are they?
What happens to their
commitment? Spineless and
unprincipled, they go
through life with the
‘cheque-is-in-the-mail’
attitude. “The spirit is
willing enough, but human
nature is weak”. (Verse 39).
One of the more bizarre
twists in the Passion
narrative is the arrest of
Jesus. According to John’s

Take Verse Ten. Some of Gospel, read next Friday at
those who are disaffected 3.00pm, the detachment
are closest to us; we count from the Roman garrison in
them as friends and our Jerusalem came with
closest collaborators. lanterns and torches and
Sometimes, they use their weapons. This detail is
inside knowledge to go missing in today's Gospel.

behind our backs and betray us as Judas di&Vith no street lighting - and they were in a
Often enough they eat at table with us. (Versayarden - it seems it was necessary, despite the ful
Eighteen). Sometimes the betrayal comes as @oon, to carry some kind of illumination to find
surprise, sometimes we know about it, just likethe way. Judas had told the authorities that Jesus
Jesus knew, “one of you is about to betray mewas outside the city: down a valley and up the
one of you eating with me”. Most people who other side, in the Garden of Gethsemane. Judas,
have suffered a marriage breakdown know thidike all accountants, was meticulous and had an
situation. But it can be the disaffected and gyeedeye for detail. It was not the soldiers who said,
business partner, or trusted old school friend thatHow will we recognise Jesus?” It was Judas,
brings us undone. (Verse 21). What led Judas, higccording to Mark, who had arranged a signal
trusted accountant, to betray Jesus? In lifewith them so there would be no confusion over
something snaps: a falling out, somewho should be arrested in the semi-dark. There
disillusionment, some hurt, real or perceived; andare many ways to point out to police who should
a relative, an in-law and sometimes even a childpe arrested, but a kiss? The kiss today, as it was
can turn against us for whatever motive and do ug,000 years ago is a sign of affection and



intimacy. No words can describe such atrociouy| LI TURGY CORNER
and disgraceful betrayal. Judas’ hypocrisy kne
no bounds.

While the arresting officers were Romans,
they were merely acting on behalf of the religiou
leaders who wanted to rid the land of this itinéran
preacher. Jesus of Nazareth was a thorn in thg
side of the chief priests and scribes. The
Sanhedrin was a proper court. In fact, it was the
highest court ruling on administrative, judicial
and religious issues. That witnesses wer
prepared to perjure themselves in their evidenc
against Jesus shows what a prominent figure hi
was. Sometimes we are astounded at the lig§
people will tell to damage our reputation and
demean us. Calumny and detraction are as ali
today as they were in the time of Jesus. And yes
while some mud sticks, it is a little reassuring to
know that when someone bears false witnest
against you, it has happened all before. Suc
things shouldn’'t happen, but what is most

appalling about this episode is that it was the First Reading Isaiah 50:4-7. In the
professional religious people who were behind {““éSt G?fSUff%””gatf*_‘edd'sc'r"et_“Ste”S
these lies. Even though Pilate clearly saw that it 0 0ds WOt anc finds salvation.
was out of jealousy that the chief priests had ?ﬁ?f_‘g :ia?:]f;]g mZ?'L')‘?S'CTQ-?n i:Gt;étlri
. is i y I
arrested Jesus, he, too, was unprmmpled and, to Christ's divinity and his humanity. He
placate the crowd, handed him over to be became truly human and subjected
crucified. himself to death on a cross, but God
We know little about Pilate, but as a minor restored him to his pre-existent glory.

official in the Roman bureaucracy, he would not Gospel Mark 14:1-15:47 In the narrative of the passion
get preferment if he couldn’t handle a little matte the life and ministry of Jesus move into their final hour.
like this one. It was Shaping up to be a major riot From the darkness o_f lonely suffering and death comes
. - . . e the hope of resurrection.

in Jerusalem at festival time. His political savvy

came to the fore; a sense of justice was not hisNext week: Easter Sunday - Year B

strong suite. It was not only the crowd he had to Acts 10:34,37-43, Colossians 3:1-4, John 20:1-9.
placate, it was the chief priests. Was he also HoLY HOUR is cancelled for this Thursday but will
thinking that his inability o control the situatiam resume Thursday 16 April from 8.00 to 9.00pm
Jerusalem would not look good on his CV back in including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading.
Rome where he would be hoping to be appointed Al welcome!

governor in a more suitable environment, in Gaul |ITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP
or Britain, for instance? Life would be easier for recommences on Wednesday 29 April at 10.00am in
him if he was to give in to their demands. The the Marian Centre. The Gospel of Mark will be
incident would be soon forgotten. Unfortunately Studied. Newcomers most welcome. Please ring the
for Pilate, ‘the incident’ is not forgotten and his parish office before 18 April so books can be ordered.
name ig ment'ioned every Sunday.by millions of [.\~oME & SEE' REELECTION on Saturday 2 May
people in Christian churches. He is, for some, ajat 12 noon (BYO lunch for 1pm start) at
modern man where principle and following one’s |Marymount, 36 David Road, Castle Hill. Cost $5.
conscience is outdated and replaced by flexibility | Topic: Let's Start at the Very Beginning...

and compromise. This is what bosses want. We|RSVP April 29. Sr Judy
can often find ourselves in Pilate’s situation. We
have to weigh up whether to do the right thing or KINDERGARTEN 2010 AT ST BERNADETTE'S
go along with the crowd. So the Passion story is \f’vm"\@R;\/aﬁgt;'g?r'am'fnsf?'nég?rt]ad%fﬂt‘feﬁg

ageless. The forces that led to Qesus’ executlonprimalry School Office between Tuesday

are the same forces that sometimes lead to OURg April and Friday 29 May. An Open

own crucifixion. Day will be held on Thursday 14 May
Fr John. from 9am to 2pm.




HOLY THURSDAY

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7.30pm

GOOD FRIDAY

Stations of the Cross  9.30am & 12noon

The Stations of the Cross are acted out by the Life
Teen young people of the parish at both sessions.
Each session lasts an hour.

Afternoon Liturgy 3.00pm

EASTER

Vigil Mass 6.00pm

Sunday Masses 7.30am, 9.00am,
10.30am, 6.00pm

RECONCILIATION
Tuesday of Holy Week Second Rite at 7.30pm

Holy Thursday 9.00am to 10.00am
Good Friday 10.00am to 12 noon
Holy Saturday 8.20am to 9.00am

PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES are due for return
over the Easter period. Boxes returned at the Holy
Thursday Mass can be brought to the altar during the
Offertory Procession. All monies donated through
Project Compassion are tax deductible and are used by
Caritas Australia to aid those in need in disadvantaged
countries.

FINANCE REPORT The current parish finance report is
available from the church foyer.

GILROY CATHOLIC COLLEGE Enrolment
Packages for Year 7 2010 are available from

the College office 8am-4pm Monday to

Friday. Closing date of applications is 25

May. Gilroy Catholic College is a Year 7-12
co-educational secondary school providing
educational excellence for students in a
faith-centred, caring environment. For further
information email gilroy@parra.catholic.edu.au or see
the website at www.gilroy.parra.catholic.edu.au.

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF MERCY next Sunday,
April 19 from 1.30 to 5.00pm at St Agatha’s Church,
Pennant Hills. There will be Mass, Exposition and
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Confession,
Benediction and Veneration of the Divine Mercy Image.
Enquiries to Diane Scott 9481 0282 or Marilyn
Setionago 0416 280876.
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OCTOBER TURKEY TOUR Father Wim Hoekstra
is leading a tour to Turkey with the theme of "St
Paul's World" from 3 to 19 October 2009 (school
holidays). Places visited include Ephesus (Mass at
Mary's House), Cappadocia, Istanbul and Gallipoli.
For further information please contact Fr Wim on
8839 8420 or visit www.stpatscathedral.com.au and
click on the Tour to Turkey link.

BOOK SALE The Veech Library at the Catholic
Institute of Sydney, 99 Albert Rd, Strathfield is
holding a Book Sale on Saturday 13 June from
9.00am to 4.00pm. Plenty of bargains to be found
(credit card facilities not available). Phone 9752
9534 or kcurran@cis.catholic.edu.au.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO
HAVE BEEN WIDOWED The Diocesan Solo
Parent Ministry provides a monthly support
gathering for those who are over 50 and whose
partner or spouse has died. The group meets at 8
Victoria Rd, Parramatta on the second Thursday of
each month from 11.00am to 12.30pm. Next
meeting is this Thursday, April 9. To register phone
9890 2968 or equade@bigpond.com.

GIRLS’ DAY AT MT SCHOENSTATT On Sunday,
18 April the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary in Mulgoa
are holding a Girls’ Day for 9-12 year olds who'd like
to learn more about Mary, Jesus and their faith
through fun Easter crafts and activities. The day
starts at 10am and finishes at 3p Brochures are
available from the foyer.

FUNERAL The funeral Mass for Neil Gledhill will
take place this Tuesday, 7 March at 1.00pm.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009
FIRST COMMUNION/ CONFIRMATION CAMP - Wednesday 22 A pril 9am - 8pm at Oakhill College.
Don't forget to send in your confirmation of attendance, health requirements and dinner RSVP.

Any parishioners who are able to assist us with setup, food preparation or supervision on the day - your help
is greatly appreciated! In particular, we are seeking any youth or young adults (16+) who can help with
leadership and running activities. Please contact Alice on 9634 2622 or sacraments@stbernadette.org.au.




St Bernadette’s Parish Community
Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle HilL, N SW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622 Fax 9899 3511 Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au

Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au

Parish Staff Mass Times for this Week

Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest Sunday Sat 6pm

Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest Sun 7.30am, 9am, 10.30am & 6pm
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate Weekdays Mon 6.45am

Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator Tue 6.45 am,

Mr lan Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister Wed 6.45am, 9.15am

Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager Holy Thursday 7.30 pm

Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu) Good Friday Liturgy 3.00 pm

Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator

Mass on Public Holidays at 8am
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Holy Saturday

Reconciliation
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6.00 pm Vigil Mass

Sat 8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm
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Please pray for Neil Gledhill (funeral Tuesday at 1pm); Zena Bentley, Chow Leung Yiu, Br Michael Naughtin fms
and Fr David Nies who have died recently and for the anniversaries of George Salvatore Calabrisello (Apr 1),
Ampelia and Sante Nardo and in remembrance of Achilla and Margherita Forestieri.

Please Pray for the Sick: Goranka Cular and Agnes Dowson.
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ACOLYTES/ SERVERS LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
VIGIL Special Special roster
Joe Josue Roster
S1
7.30AM Tony Falzon John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling,
Budi Kawiadji Patricia Bright Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy
S2 John O’Dea
9.00AM Trevor O'Shea David/Bettina Green, Sally Healey, John & Lois Donnelly,
Edy Kesuma Brian Blacklock Aida Pereira, Von & Mike Lulan, Brian & Katrina Fitzalan
S3 Joanne O’'Shea
10.30AM Tony Smith Buds Custodia, Campion, Rani & Cherani Fernando,
Michael Lopez Philip Golamco Kerry Myers, Natalie Parmenter, Sandra & Johan Nelis,
S4 Trinity Abbertson-Woo Rosary Roco

6.00 PARISH LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - April 12

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

Adult Servers

Mitchell Waters

Julia Calixto Alfonso Aguilera Marc Clasquin Bass
Michael Smith Belinda Lee Maria Aguilera Erich Gracias Flor
Altar Preparation Bill Clasqum. Tina Muscat Piano
Josh Becker Brenda Clasquin Tony Muscat Alice Bradshaw
Julie Ferry Vanessa Muscat .
Guitar
Lectors Projectionist Ushers Daniel Ang
Gillian Pak Matt Ashton Glen Ferry IStrinas/
Leanne Pak Alfonso Aguilera Horns/Strings

Winds
Sarah Ashton

Altar Servers
S5

CHILDREN'S LITURGY
No Children’s Liturgy

FLOWER ROSTER
Lorraine O’Mara
(Holy Thursday & Easter Sunday)

Gift Preparation
Caitlin Chaney

Welcomers
Darren Edwards

Ashley Adams

Musos

Singers
Darian Jessup-
Lonsdale
Annabel Irawan
Monique O’Callaghan
Veronica Sahabu
Sara Ang
Alison Wong

Monica O’Callaghan

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING

Jeannette Leach, Cathy Teh, Joanne Leach,

Alicia Maunsell

COUNTING (1st Collection)
Sandra Watson
Denise Hicks

Karl Procter, Anne Cheung, John DeBrincat,

Bernadette Logue / Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith

COUNTING (2nd Collection)

Joe Morgan

BOOKSHOP
Carmel Adams / Heather Woods /




