EDUCATION IS NOT LIKE A RACE WITH WINNERS AND LOOSE RS

ITH school returning, it is an former classmates in Year 12? When the

appropriate time to look at why selectives tell us how successful their students

parents choose the type of are, isn't this a bit like the Australian Institude

education they do for their Sport assuring us that its graduates win lots of
children. Some parents are keen on selectiveophies? And speaking of sport, how did James
schools and this reflects parents’ aspirationsRuse Agricultural High fare with their First XV in
expectations and high hopes for their children. the Rugby last year?

The December 22 edition of thlls Shire No one will move me from my position on
Times has an article beginning “The Hills can selective schools and that is that the NSW
now boast the two best schools in the state”. Th&ducation Department increased the number of
journalist says these two schools are James Ruselective schools to attract students from the non-
Agricultural High and Baulkham Hills High. She government sector because the independent

has confused schools, and
“best”  with particularly the
“HSC results”. poorly-
Any Year 6 resourced and
pupil  knows overcrowded
there is more to Catholic
education than schools, were
HSC results. out-performing
(Sloppy journal- their state
ism Vanessa.) counterparts.

In December My parents
last year Lisa threatened to
Pryor wrote an send me to a
article  demy- selective school
thologising on the Central
selective Coast called
schools.  She Mount Penang
wrote in the High. It was
Sydney Morming Part of the St Bernadette’'s Primary School orchest !Ocat.ed at the
Herald, junction of the

“Selective schooling is public school lite, a way Gosford and Woy Woy Roads. | would have
to profess support for public education withoutlearnt a useful trade amongst the other boys in
risking your child’s marks or leaving them that boarding school. 1 still suffer from bouts of
exposed to a bogan element. Better still, publidepression because the nuns and brothers failed to
school lite leaves well-off professionals with realise | was a gifted and talented student based
enough cash to finally get the deck done and taken the fact that | could spell diarrhoea and
a family trip to Chiang Mai.” phlegm and other useful words but they refused to
Did she stir up a hornet’s nest! | have ofterput me in a special class. What would Jesus have
wondered why an investigative journalist doesn’tdone? He would certainly have put me in an
ask why selective high school students don’'t daccelerated learning class. Other aggrieved
better than they do. After all, if a school enrolsparishioners might join me in a class action
only the most gifted students in the district inagainst the Marist Brothers for this oversight.
Year 7, is it not reasonable to expect that als¢ho The problem facing parents today concerns
students will maintain their edge over theirchoices. In the state system alone besides



“selective schools”, there are technology high
schools, sports high schools, language schools,
music schools and creative and performing arts

school system will parents ask for Catholic
education for all the right reasons. The firshtig
reason being that the Catholic school will support

schools. As well, pupils can combine classes at their efforts to hand on the faith to their childre

school and TAFE. Then there are faith schools,
parent-operated schools and a variety of
independent schools including Catholic
independent schools such as Oakhill College.
Our Regional Catholic high school is Gilroy
Catholic College.

An undesirable outcome from this plethora of
choices is that if children aren’t “special” and
merely attend their local comprehensive high
school, parents can feel they are failing in their

parenting practices which, in turn affects the self with hope and joy.

esteem of their children.

So back to my original question “why choose
a particular type of education”? This begs a
second one -"what do we want school to do for a
child™?

Surely every parent would treasure an
education that would help their child not only be
a smarter human being, but a better one. Not
only a high achiever, but a wise and
compassionate person for whom life has meaning
and purpose and who can embrace their future
Father John

If the local comprehensive state high scheol i
seen to be a second-rate option in the eyes of
parents, it will create problems for us in the
Catholic school system. Parents’ choices will be
limited if there is a thinking that assumes
mainstream government education is inferior.
Parents of Catholic children will default into
sending their children to Catholic schools. This
thinking results in pressure on the Catholic
schools, as parents who can enrol their child into

CATECHIST NEWS

Catechist AGM will be held this Monday, February
9 at 7.30pm in the Marian Centre . All Catechists to
collect their books on the night.

A Retreat will be held for all Catechists this
Tuesday, February 10 at Marymount, David Street,
Castle Hill at 10.30am. All Catechists welcome.

Catechist Commissioning Mass  to be held next
Sunday 15 February at the 10.30am Mass followed
by morning tea in the Marian Centre.

the local Catholic schoolwill approach the

Keen students of music performing at the
St Bernadette’s Parish Primary School assembly.

principal with an attitude of entitlement. They
will choose Catholic education for all the wrong
reasons.

Two things come out of this. As a Catholic
community we must support parents of Catholig
children who choose to send their children to statg
schools. We must respect the mantra that parent
have the right to choose the type of educatio
they want for their children. Secondly, we must
support a strong public school system. Thg
paradox in this is that only with a strong public

First Reading Job 7:1-4,6-7 In his sorrows, Job finds
his life a burden and a misery.

1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23 Paul,
is impelled to preach it

Second Reading
inspired by the Gospel,
everywhere.

Gospel Mark 1:29-39 Jesus in Galilee heals the sick
and preaches in every place.

Next week: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time -  Year B
Lev 13:1-2,44-46; 1 Cor 10:31,11:1, Mark 1:40-45

LITURGY CORNER

In today’s Gospel, we learn that Jesus ‘went off to a
lonely place and prayed there’. We are not told how
(or what) he prayed, but in the Christian tradition
many forms of prayer have developed. There are

prayers of adoration, confession, thanksgiving,
prayers for others and prayers of praise, etc, etc!
Then there are ways of praying: the formal prayer
of the Church, the liturgy, the rosary, mediation and
contemplation. Prayer is not always words, but
giving time to LISTEN to what God is saying to us
or simply enjoying being with God in
companionable silence. Another form of prayer is to
pray with Scripture — the 5 Ps (maybe practise this
with today’'s Gospel): Passage (select your
scripture), Place (find somewhere quiet), Posture
(be relaxed!), Presence of God (be aware that God
is with you) and Pray (read passage and integrate it
through prayer).



LIFE BEGINS AT 50 BUS TRIP to
Parkes and the Golden West from June
1-6. $745 pp twin share all inclusive
price ($175 single supplement). $100
deposit. Phone Harry & Robin on 9634
3354 for details and bookings.

The Parish is seeking to appoint a full-time Youth
Minister. Applications close on Monday, 23
February. This is a readvertised position and the
selection committee feels that somewhere ‘out
there’ will be a person who can fulfil the role as
outlined on the parish website at ‘position vacant'.
It is hoped that short-listing and interviews might
take place before Easter.

Feast Days this Week
St Scholastica - Tuesday, February 10
Ss Cyril & Methodius - Saturday, February 14

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. All
welcome!

RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK:
Warrina — Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Tuesday,
17 February, 4pm.
Nuffield & Hopetoun — Mass & Anointing of the Sick,
Wednesday, 18 February, 4pm.
Nordby — Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Thursday, 19
February, 4pm.
Wirreanda - Communion Service & Anointing of the
Sick, Thursday, 19 February, 11am.
Kilvinton - Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Friday, 20
February, 2pm.
Flinders - Communion Service & Anointing of the Sick,
Saturday, 21 February, 10am.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - FRIDAY 6 MARCH Join
with others in your local community under the theme of
“In Christ We Are Many Members, Yet One Body".
Learn a little more about life for the women of Papua
New Guinea. The venue will be Baulkham Hills Baptist
Church, 39 Sarah Crescent, Baulkham Hills at 7.30pm.

CATECHISTS NEEDED Part-time or full-time
Catechists are urgently needed to teach half hour
lessons each week at our local State schools. If you can
spare some time Christine Jenneke would love to hear
from you on 9484 1190 or 0433 183322. &

Cards/mah-jong this Friday 13 February in the °’¥°

Marian Centre at 7.30pm. Contact Howard on
98998983.

NEW ROSTERS for Extraordinary Ministers of the

Eucharist will be out at the end of the month. If you can
no longer be involved, or know someone in your group
who can't, please leave a message at the Parish Office.

LENTEN STUDY There will be a Lenten Study Group
at 10.00am in the Marian Centre commencing 26
February. If you are interested in attending, would you
please ring the Parish Office so books can be ordered.
Books are $5 each; Music CD $20. Any parish groups
wanting books, please contact Sr Judy.
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ST BERNADETTE'S FOOTBALL CLUB SBFC
runs mixed junior teams in the 2009 NSWCFA
Winter Soccer comp., and a midweek Fun Skills
program for Preschoolers aged 4-5yrs. Registration
for 2009 is on TODAY (Sunday) and next Sunday
from 9.00am to 12.00noon outside the parish hall
next to the canteen.

Info and Forms available at
www.sbfootballclub.org or contact the
Registrar Peter Baguley 0414960472

CEREAL NEEDED Vinnies thanks all donors
especially those who bring non-perishable food to
Mass. At the moment we particularly need breakfast
cereal such as Weetbix.

THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK FOR LENT is a book
of six-minute reflections for the 50 days leading up
to Easter. Available from the Bookshop for just $5.

HOLY SPIRIT MISSION “Crossing the Threshold of
Hope” is the theme for a Mission at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church, 7 Grantham Road, Seven Hills on
the weekend of 21 & 22 February from 9.00am to
4.00pm Saturday and 11.00am to 5.00pm Sunday.
The Speaker is Most Rev Christopher Prowse,
Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne. BYO lunch. Tea/
coffee provided. Phone 9864 2430 or 0404 093118.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2008-2009 Please continue to pray for our parish families participating in this
preparation process. The next sessions take place on Tuesday 17th and Sa

turday 21st February .




St Bernadette’s Parish Community
Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle HilL, N SW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622 Fax 9899 3511 Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au

Parish Staff
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest

Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest

Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest

Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate

Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator
Mr lan Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister

Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager

Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)

Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator
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Mass Times for this Week

Sunday Sat 6pm

Sun 7.30am, 9am, 10.30am & 6pm

Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass

Weekdays Mon 6.45am

Tue 6.45 am

Wed 6.45am, 9.15am

Thurs 6.45am, 9.15 am

First Fri 6.45am, 9.15am

Sat 8am

Mass on Public Holidays at 8am

Reconciliation
9
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Sat 8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm
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Please pray for

Bernard McShane, Matlida Corlick, Joe Roumanous, Geoffrey Hannah, Bernard Cawley (father
of Mary Mitchell), Quintus Fernando, Chris Lane and Brian Adams who have died recently and for the
anniversaries of Rainier R. de Leon (Feb 9), Peter Leseberg, Connie Watkins, Mark Kelly (Feb 4), Tim Meehan
(Feb 4), Barbara Virgona (Feb 7), Carmen Cacho (Feb 11) and in rememberance of Gwenneth and Robert Twigg.

Prayers for the Sick: Joan Beach (mother of Jan Harrild) and Brian Gerrard.
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ACOLYTES/ SERVERS LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
VIGIL Vince Connelly Joanne Barrett, Carol Cividin, Esther Coleiro,
Philip Myers Ray Scully Beverley Curtis, Lucille Wilson, Maureen Fearnside,
S5 Jessica Fearnside Richard & Cheryl Koen, Warren Hiser
7.30AM Gerard Kearney Paul Hennessey, Anne Parker, Remy Sie, Bernard Rogers,

Melvyn Myers

Daryl Hill

Geoff Roney, Catherine Seddon

6.00 PARISH LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - February 15

Adult Servers
Andrew Tomic
James Madry

Altar Preparation
Josh Becker

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

Ashley Adams
Maria-Alicia Jul
Martin Collins

S1 Audrey Markowskei
9.00AM Ann O'Brien Brian & Jenny Blacklock, Neil Bone, Angela Crowe,
Terry O’'Mara Susan Moore Brian D’Arcy, Jeff Davis, Jocelyn Donovan, Jack Garcia,
S2 Peter Hine Yulia Hong
10.30AM Eamon Keane Mary & Jeyaraj Winslow, Crystal & Bernie Good,
John Stone Donna Boddy Yvette Braganza, Gaye Crammond, Lydia Flores,
S3 Jo-Ann Campion Teresa & Damian Steenson

Lectors
Josh Chaney
Mystique Nelis

Nicci Heidegger

Projectionist
Josh Becker

Altar Servers
sS4
Marc Clasquin

CHILDREN'S LITURGY
Louise Oxford
Vicki Ford

FLOWER ROSTER
Margaret Jones

Gift Preparation
Laura Wilson

Musos
Richard Tarlinton Bass Singers
Robert Johnson Daniel Ang Alison Wong
Sean Finucane Piano Annabel Irawan
Veronica Sahabu Elinda Lee Cassie Knezevic
. Julia Calixto
Ushers Micr?algraémith Monique O’Callaghan
Phillip Smith .
Paul Musgrave Horns/_Strmgs/
Winds
Matthew Ashton
Welcomers
Ingrid & Jana Fizely
Sean Finucane

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING
Maree McDermott, Francesca Menezes,
Pat Kenna, Margaret Sinha, Moira Mitchell
COUNTING (1st Collection)
Howard & Marie Woodward

COUNTING (2nd Collection)
Barry Halpin, Bernie Good, Stephen Dowd,
Debbie Fang, Eugenia Fidel

BOOKSHOP

Carmel Adams / Anne Parker / Bernadette Logue

Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith




