AN APOLOGY AND COMPENSATION FOR DR HANEEF

NTEREST in Dr Mohamed Haneef and the  Like Lindy Chamberlain, who in 1981 was so
310-page John Clarke, QC whitewash ofobviously guilty because she wore a different
those responsible for his detention has fadedrock every day to her trial, so Dr Haneef was
from the newspapers and the public mind.also guilty because he bought a one-way ticket to
Of all the embarrassing blunders by Governmengee his new-born child. That his name was
during 2007 & 2008, | think this was the most Mohamed didn’t help his cause either.
shameful. Why should | write here about this My guess is that the government agents were
matter and what does it have to do with us agloing their “duty” in supporting the unwritten but
mass-going Catholics? My answer revolvesclear goal of the Australian Government - to find
around the issues of justice, a religious value.  a cause to help the government to be re-elected.
Catholics have been at the forefront of arhe ‘children overboard’ saga had worked

demand for justice for spectacularly in their
some time, both in favour once before and it
Australia and overseas. In appeared that here was a
line with biblical teaching, parallel situation, nicely
we thirst for justice. timed, just before an

| see an injustice was election. | can’'t see any
done to a guest in our other explanation for
country. Some of those spending eight million
directly responsible for Dr dollars and tying up to 450
Haneef's arrest, charge, police report on this case
release and deportation when, on day two, ASIO
and subsequent loss of knew Dr Haneef was
reputation are mass-going innocent.
Catholics. They need to Whatever was really going on, whether it was
search their consciences and acknowledge than interdepartmental war between the Australian
need for reconciliation. Federal Police and ASIO or the AFP being intent

Our strong stand on abortion is based on an making its mark in the counter-terrorism
number of premises. One of them is that the chilépace, | would expect that Ministers of the
in the womb cannot stand up for its own rightsCrown and their advisors would have acted with
and depends on others to protect its very lifas It probity. | feel let down by this failure.
not drawing too long a bow to say that Dr Haneef | would have expected the new government to
found himself in a similar position in that, not handle the matter more sensitively. | am
being an Australian citizen, he did not have thedisappointed that the Attorney-General, Robert
rights and privileges you and | have in law. HeMcClelland, released John Clarke's report two
was treated shamefully and humiliated in ourdays before Christmas. He was given the report in
country. That the Australian Government and itsNovember. He has also run away from
agents, against all reasonable advice, continued #pologising to Dr Haneef. It is ironic that he has
pursue him makes them more culpable. That theysed the same argument John Howard used in
are still trying to justify their actions leaves no refusing to apologise to the stolen generation.
grounds for reassurance. Robert McClelland’s boss, Kevin Rudd, made a

We miss the subtle point made every Goodig issue of saying “sorry”. What's the
Friday when we hear Caiaphas’ famous remarkgifference?

“It is better for one man to die for the people”, | have a feeling that this issue will not go
(John 18:14) if we are not disturbed by theaway. Justice demands that Dr Haneef be paid
treatment of Dr Haneef by our government. compensation and be given an apology.

Father John.



LITURGY CORNER

Even though in Year B the gospel reading is usually
from Mark, today we find a passage from John in
which an important statement about Jesus’ identity is
given. Part of the celebration of the Passover festival
was the ritual sacrifice of many lambs so that the
Jews could eat the Passover meal. In the story of
Exodus, the blood of the lamb was shed so that it
could be daubed on the doorposts and thus enable
the people to escape the angel of death. John the
Baptist recognises that Jesus will be the one to give
his life for the sake of all. The question Jesus asked
John’s disciples, he also asks us: "what do you
want?” And then, are we able always to accept his
invitation to “come and see”, to learn more from

Jesus and to enter into a relationship which is

life-giving? adapted The Summit.
RCIA recommences the weekly gatherings on
January 28. The question each person was asked to
consider during the Christmas break was “Who is
Jesus for me?” Behind the question lies a reminder
that sometimes we can take our faith for granted and
not give time to enjoying love.

In the light of today’'s Gospel it is a worthwhile
question for every person who professes the
Christian faith to ponder. And having arrived at some
conclusions, then to think about how we ‘grow’ our
unigue relationship and how we bear witness to it by
the manner of our living.

First Reading 1 Samuel 3:3-10,19
Samuel hears the voice of God, calling to
him in the night. At first he does not
recognise it, but Eli helps him to
understand.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 6:13-
15,17-20 Paul exhorts Christians in Corinth to live out
their calling faithfully and to remember that they belong
to God, body and spirit.

Gospel John 1:35-42 The disciples are called to follow
Jesus.

Next week: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20.

Feast Days this Week
St Agnes - Wednesday, January 21
Ss Timothy and Titus - Friday, January 23
St Francis de Sales - Saturday, January 24

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading.
All welcome!

THE CHAT & CRAFT GROUP will recommence on
Friday 23 January in the Marian Centre following
9.15am Mass. All are welcome to attend.

NEW ALTAR SERVERS: Boys and girls who
will be attending school in Year 5 and above
in 2009 are invited to join the many young
members in the ministry of Altar Servers. If
you wish to join or require further information
please call Melvyn Myers on 8883 1166.

CENTACARE CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES
offers a free service to the Hills Community for
individuals, couples and families needing Family
Counselling, Financial Counselling and Gambling
Counselling. The service is based at St Michael's
Family Centre, 522 Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills.
Phone 9630 7788.

CATECHIST NEWS

Catechist AGM will be held on Monday February 9
at 7.30pm in the Church Hall. All Catechists to
collect their books on the night.

A Retreat will be held for all Catechists on Tuesday
February 10 at Marymount, David Street, Castle Hill
at 10.30am. All Catechists welcome.

Catechist Commissioning Mass to be held on
Sunday 15 February at the 10.30am Mass followed
by morning tea in the Marian Centre.

YOUTH LEADERS' BREAKFAST AND TRAINING
DAY on Saturday 7 February with breakfast from
8.30 to 10.30am at Rooty Hill Parish Hall, 9
Adelaide Street, Rooty Hill. Training from 11.00am to
4.00pm. Youth leaders or anyone involved in ministry
with young people are invited to attend. RSVP by
Monday 2 February for catering purposes. See the
noticeboard for details.

¥ POST
2 ST BERNADETTE'S
g Because workman will be working on the

2 school site over the school holidays, there will l
# be only one entrance to the church site from ;
2 Brisbane Road. Our main weekend entrance 3
¢ will be closed for six weeks. S

LIFE BEGINS AT 50:

Carnivale: A night of fun & music, on Saturday 14
February in the Parish Hall at 7.15pm. See the
Church notice board for more details. Contact Agnes
on 9634 2375.

Card/Mahjong: Friday 23 January in the [ \& @
Marian Centre at 7.30pm. Contact Howard \ N2y
on 98998983 &

LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP will
recommence on Wednesday 4 February at 10.00am
until 12 noon in the Marian Centre and will continue
each Wednesday morning for 8 Weeks. The Topic is
Introduction to the Bible and all are welcome. Please
call the Parish Office by January 28 so books can be
ordered.



LENT 2009

There will be a Lenten Study Group at 10.00am in the
Marian Centre commencing 26 February. If you are
interested in attending, would you please ring the Parish
Office so books can be ordered. Books are $5 each;
Music CD $20. Any parish groups wanting books,
please contact the office as well. Sr Judy

Over the Christmas period the bulletin was published
as a brief publication because the office was closed
from Christmas Eve. Father John put some things
together to make a bulletin, but some usual things were
left out. One of those important things was the names
of deceased persons for whom masses were offered.
Those recently deceased were left out and some
anniversaries. Father John apologises for this
oversight.

ST VINCENT de PAUL meetings resume on Tuesday
27 January.

MALTESE LANGUAGE CLASSES Enrolments for the
Saturday School of Community Languages, Seven Hills
and Skola Maltija, Sydney are now open. These are
Board of Studies NSW accredited courses. For
enquiries phone Cynthia (K-6) on 9820 8120 or Anna
(adult beginners) on 9826 6178.

HELP EDUCATE CHILDREN IN PAKISTAN In Multan
Pakistan, the De La Salle Brothers run St Vincent's
school for children from extremely poor families. The
school is unable to accommodate the 495 students who
attend so some classes are held under a tree. The
Brothers seek financial support for building projects and
school materials. Donations can be made through the
Lasallian Foundation. Contact Br Paul Smith on
(03) 9832 3100 or email info@lasallianfoundation.org.
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

YEAR OF ST PAUL - 2009 The Parramatta Institute for
Mission Blacktown is marking this important Year of St.
Paul with a lecture series
presented by Sr. Michele
Connolly RSJ, a lecturer in
Biblical Studies at the Catholic
Institute of Sydney. The four
Lectures of the series will be
held at the Diocesan Assembly
Centre, Cnr. Flushcombe Road
and Marion Street, Blacktown from 7.00pm to 9.00pm
on these dates:

Wednesday, 11 February  Paul in his context
Wednesday, 25 March  Shape and structure of the
Pauline letter; Major Pauline Themes
Wednesday, 29 April Major Issues in Galatians
Wednesday, 20 May Major Issues in 1 Corinthians

RSVP to 9831 4911 or email ifm@tpg.com.au.
Cost: $10 per person per lecture. Check the website for
other details www.instituteformission.com.au

"# "$% "$& '$( )))

# $ %% &
) T #
$+% !
%
- "# 1 O#L*
2
3
1
2
0 4
5
!
4 1
/ 1
) * 5+6|

COUNSELLING COURSES 2009 The
Institute of Counselling (Archdiocese of
Sydney) offers a Graduate Diploma in
Counselling course, which is Higher
Education accredited. All courses are held
at The Australian Catholic University
Strathfield Campus. Fee-help available. An
information evening will be held on Wednesday 4
February at 6.00pm. Enquiries to 9746 8800 or visit
the website at www.institutecounselling.nsw.edu.au.

COOKING FOR THE NEEDY restarts in the Marian
Centre on Tuesday 27 January.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING Would you like to
manage your fertility naturally? The Billings
Ovulation Method of Natural Fertility Regulation can
assist you in all areas of fertility management. For
more information contact Margaret on 9872 6768 or
visit www.woomb.org.



St Bernadette’s Parish Community
Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle HilL, N SW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622 Fax 9899 3511 Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au

Parish Staff

Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest

Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest

Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest

Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate

Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator

Mr lan Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister

Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager

Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator

Mass Times for this Week

Sunday Sat 6pm

Sun 7.30am, 9am, 10.30am & 6pm

Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass

Weekdays Mon 6.45am

Tue 6.45 am

Wed 6.45am, 9.15am

Thurs 6.45am, 9.15 am

Fri 6.45am, 9.15 am

Sat 8am

Mass on Public Holidays at 8am
Sat 8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm
7)

Reconciliation

16 $%

Please pray for Maria Vinci and Joan Dearson who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Peter Eaton
(b/day Jan 14), Emelie Davis, Peter McNally, Harriet Egan, Joseph Zady, Domenico & Cecilia Gulla, Thomas
Ryan and Jose S. Relunia and in remembrance of Eden Fox, Gwen & Mervin Millgate, Dec. Relatives and Friends
of the Ingold Family and for all Souls in Purgatory.
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ACOLYTES/ SERVERS

VIGIL
Zeno Hong
Holiday roster

LECTORS

Vanessa D’Emanuele
Martin Collins
Catherine Ghisla

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION

Carole-Anne Lunn, Annarita Mezger, Sabrina Lobo,
Maureen & Ray Scully, Connie Tierney, Helen Wintle,
Sr Anne Love, Joe Zammit

John Stone
Holiday roster

Kerry Myers
Anthea Hannan

7.30AM Catherine Seddon Helen Karsten, Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton,
Philip Myers Paul Hennessey Margaret Elder, Ken Short, Peter Grace
Holiday roster Peter Ferguson
9.00AM John Obeid Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso,
John Maker Katrina Obeid Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo,
Holiday roster Lina Josue Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams
10.30AM Michael Abrahams Marion MacDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,

Claire Vella, Barbara Shannon, Tony and Wendy Smith,
Wendy Stone, Barry Halpin

6.00 PARISH LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - January 25

Adult Servers

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

Musos

Marc Clasquin Alex Aguilera

Amelia hangan
Annalyce hangan

Kate Eagleston
Monica O’Callaghan
Monique O’Callaghan

Bass

Piano

Erich Gracias Flor

Altar Preparation
Josh Becker

Cassie Knezevic
Fran Rogers

Sean Finucane
Stef Musgrave

Alice Bradshaw

Guitar

_Lectors Projectionist l_J_shers' Daniel Ang
Tina Muscat Matthew Ashton Phillip Smith )
Vanessa Muscat Paul Musgrave Horns/_Stdrlngs/
Winds

Altar Servers
Holiday roster

Gift Preparation
Jeremy Smith
Mitchell Johnson-Green

Welcomers
Alfonso Aguilera
Maria Aguilera

Singers

Alison Wong
Annabel Irawan
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale
Erich Gracias Flor
Sara Ang
Veronica Sahabu

CHILDREN'S LITURGY
No Children’s Liturgy

FLOWER ROSTER
Bernadette Logue

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING
Andrea Tomic, lvonne Purnomo, Eva Mustapic,
Krystyna Graczyk, Janice Bonaccorso

COUNTING (1st Collection)
Barbara Ingram
Marie Sammut

COUNTING (2nd Collection)
Karl Proctor, Anne Cheung, John De Brincat,
Joe Morgan

BOOKSHOP
Jan Harrild / Catherine Seddon / Christine
Jenneke / Sharene Lee / Bernadette Boulos




