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NOVEMBER: WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

T uesday was Remembrance Day.  Along 
with some 500 people, I attended a           
service at the Cenotaph at 11.00 am in 
Prince Alfred Park, Parramatta,         

opposite St Patrick’s Cathedral.  The ANZACs 
were remembered and then their sons and       
daughters who came forward to serve in World 
War II, Korea, Malaya, Borneo, Vietnam, the 
Gulf, East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. The      
service said, “So let us mourn with pride, but let 
us also remember with equal pride, those who 
served and still live.” At this War Memorial, the 
word “remembrance” was used often, for that is 
what we were      
doing. We were 
r e m e m b e r i n g , 
“calling to mind” 
those who had paid 
t h e  s u p r e m e            
sacrifice and we 
remembered those  
who served but 
came back broken 
and we remem-
bered the families 
who lost sons and 
daughters and we 
remembered the 
young boys who 
grew up without 
fathers and we 
thought of the wives who had to manage without 
financial or emotional support.  It was a moving 
ceremony.  
     Likewise when we attend Mass we are 
“remembering”. With the Liturgy of the Word, 
we recall, through the Old Testament, the     
agreement God made with us. In the Acts of the 
Apostles, read in the Easter season, we remember 
our early Christian history.  In the Gospels we are 
reminded about the teaching of Jesus.  
     When we attend Sunday Mass we are          
attending a memorial meal.  Jesus said, “Do this 
in remembrance of me”.  We carry out this     
command by celebrating the memorial of his   
sacrifice.  In so doing, as the Catechism explains, 

we offer to the Father what he has himself given 
us; the gifts of his creation, bread and wine 
which, by the power of the Holy Spirit and by the 
words of Christ, have become the body and blood 
of Christ. Christ is thus really and mysteriously 
made present.  The Eucharist is thanksgiving and 
praise to the Father; the sacrificial memorial of 
Christ and his Body; the presence of Christ by the 
power of his world and of his Spirit. 
     At Prince Alfred Park on Tuesday, we stood 
for The Last Post. We recited, “We will           
remember them”.  We concluded with The Rouse.  
(We used to refer to it as Reveille),   “Rouse” was 

the signal for the 
soldier to arise.  
Why is it played 
following The Last 
Post? It is about the 
Resurrection. 
     While it is      
coincidental that 
the hostilities of the 
1914-1918 War 
stopped on a day in 
November, it seems 
to fit nicely with 
the Catholic idea of 
remembering the 
dead in November. 

     Praying for the 
dead has been a 

constant Catholic practice from the earliest times.  
We believe that those who have gone before us 
are still part of our Church and can be helped by 
the intercessions of those of us who are still alive.  
Besides the scriptural justification for our practice 
found in the Second Book of Maccabees, the 
walls of the catacombs support our practice.  
Moreover, early liturgies have commemorations 
for the dead.  
     In November we pray for the dead.  In the 
Creed we say we believe in the resurrection of the 
dead.  St John Chrysostom, who died in 407, said, 
“Let us not hesitate to help those who have died 
and to offer our prayers for them.”     
                                                           Father John. 
 

November Memorial Board in St Bernadette’s Church. 



 

 

DWF APPEAL TODAY  
 

This weekend is the second of the three collections 
for the Diocesan Works Fund Appeal for this financial 
year. Included in the agencies that are supported by 
the DWF are the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry,          
Centacare (which works with relationship and family 
counselling, gambling and other addictions), the 
HIV/AIDS ministry, the Emmaus Disabled Persons 
Catholic Service, the ministry to the deaf and hearing-
impaired persons, and many other worthwhile        
projects. Your financial contributions, no matter how 
small, can make a difference. This pastoral appeal is 
fully tax deductible. Thank you for your support. 
 

NOVEMBER MASSES   November is a traditional 
time to remember those who have died.  In this Parish 
there will be a Book of Remembrance on the          
sanctuary near the paschal candle. Those who wish 
to have their loved ones remembered are asked to 
include the names on the special November Mass 
offerings envelopes, and the Parish will add their 
names to the book. Only the names of recently      
deceased and anniversaries will be noted in the           
bulletin.   
     Parishioners are also invited to place a photo of 
any recently deceased parishioner or relative on a 
board which will be available in the Church foyer. 
Please place the name of the deceased person on the 
back of the photo together with details of the sender’s 
name, address and phone number in case the photo 
is left behind or lost. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  Vinnies thanks all donors for 
their generosity and support. The quarterly Mass for 
deceased members will be at 6.45am this Friday 21 
November. All parishioners are welcome.  
 

Inez and Harry are hosting the Confrence’s social 
meeting on Sunday 30 November. Please call them to 
confirm attendance. 

 

LIFE BEGINS AT 50 Christmas Dinner on 
Saturday 6 December in the Parish Hall at 
7.00pm. 3 course meal $48.00 per person. 
Contact Howard on 9899 8983 
 

WANTED: Your Family Photo  Pope Benedict XVI 
wants a photo of your family to add to a massive       
mosaic of families from all over the world as part of 
the celebrations for the 6th World Meeting of Families 
to be held in Mexico City in January. Send a jpg file to 
photowmf2009@gmaik.com including the name of the 
sender, family’s last name, country of origin and city 
of residence. Pictures should not exceed 4MB and not 
be taken with a mobile phone. 
 

EMPLOYMENT Administration Assistant: Centacare 
Catholic Social Services is seeking to employ a full-
time admin assistant at its Parramatta Office. Duties 
include reception, word processing, data entry, cash 
supervision. Competence in Microsoft and excellent 
communication skills required. Phone Amber 9630 
7788 by Dec 12 or amber@centacareparramatta.ngo.org.au 
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First Reading Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20, 
30-31  Wisdom is likened to a perfect wife, 
who cares for all and inspires all. 
 

Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:1-6   
The future may be hidden from sight, Paul tells us, but 
we do not live in the dark. 
 

Gospel   Matthew 25:14-30 Life is a gift and a            
responsibility, Jesus says. Be good and faithful servants. 
 

Next week: Christ the King - Year A Ezekiel 34:11-
12,15-17;  1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28; Matthew 25:31-46. 
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HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm   
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

24 HOUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION from 5pm this 
Friday 21 November until 5pm Saturday 22 November.  
 

RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK: 
 Warrina  – Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Tuesday,     
18 November, 4pm. 
 Nuffield & Hopetoun  – Mass & Anointing of the 
Sick, Wednesday, 19 November, 4pm. 
 Nordby –  Mass & Anointing of the Sick,  Thursday, 
20 November, 4pm. 
 Wirreanda -  Communion Service & Anointing of the 
Sick, Thursday, 20 November, 11am. 
 Kilvinton - Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Friday, 21 
November, 2pm. 

 

JESUS AND MEN MEETING in the Parish Hall on 
22nd November at 8.45am to 11.45am. Costandi           
Bastoli will be speaking on ‘Developing a Personal 
Relationship with Jesus’. You are welcome to join in a 
morning of learning, sharing and fellowship with the 
men of the parish. Phone Steve Decker on 9688 6226. 

LITURGY CORNER 
In today’s gospel, the Word reminds us about God’s 
generosity and faith in us to use wisely the talents 
given to us. St Paul in his letter to the Ephesians 
reminds us that talents are not equally distributed, all 
are gifted differently. In God’s plan all are endowed 
with different talents so that we will recognise our 
need for each other and live virtuous lives.           
Sometimes that means taking a risk for God’s sake! 
As this liturgical year nears its end, now is a good 
time to reflect on how acceptable our talents have 
been used throughout the year. Have I built up on 
what God has given or buried it in the sand? More 
importantly, how can I use and develop them for the 
good of others?                             (Adapted from The Summit) 



 

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
On Sunday 14 December 2008 
at 6.00pm, the annual Christmas 
Hamper Mass will be celebrated 
by Fr Peter McGrath. Once again 

we are looking for your generous support of this Parish 
initiative to bring the spirit of Christmas into the homes 
of needy families who struggle to meet the basic       
necessities of life. 
Firstly , we need your donation of hampers, so kindly 
take a label from the foyer and return it to the church on 
the weekend of 13/14 December 2008.  
Please read the information on the notice board           
regarding the assembly of the hampers. 
Secondly,  we need your support in helping us manage 
the logistics of this appeal; in sorting the hampers within 
the Parish Hall and then distributing them to the families 
on Tuesday 16th December. A work sheet has been 
posted on the notice board in the church foyer.  Please 
indicate the times you are available to help, or contact 
Maureen Scully on 9634 6925. 
 

THE CARE GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held 
after Mass on Friday 5 December. We provide      
Christmas lunch and a small gift for our seniors and we 
are hoping that some of the local Businesses within the 
Parish may be interested in supporting this event. If you 
can help with food or goods we would love to hear from 
you. Please call Susan: 9680 7504 or Marion:9659 9385. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CARING FOR CREATION: A Christian Call to Action 
on Climate Change An evening seminar with Rev  
Richard Cizik, Vice President for Government Affairs 
with the U.S. National Assoc. of Evangelicals this Thur. 
13 November from 8 to 10pm at St Paul’s Anglican 
Church, 421 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill. Entry free. 
 

BOOKSHOP NEWS  The 2009 Columban Calendar is 
now available at the Bookshop for only $7.00.  Buy one 
of the best religious calendars in the world and you will 
be helping our missionaries at the same time.  
Vinnies Christmas Cards are now available from the 
bookshop. This year a pack contains 10 cards and costs 
$6.50. This is great value. Please support this major 
fund raiser for the Castle Hill conference to help with our 
work for the poor, and also to Keep Christ in Christmas. 
 

PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING this Thursday, 
20 November at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall. All welcome. 
 

ST BERNADETTE’S NETBALL CLUB registrations for 
2009 Winter Competition open now. Children turning 7, 
14 or 15 years in 2009 especially needed. Phone Jo 
Biggs on 8850 0324. 
 

WATCH & WAIT: Advent Festival of Carols and 
Readings  at Mount St Benedict Chapel, 449D Pennant 
Hills Rd, Pennant Hills on Sunday 30 November at 
4.00pm. Donation to Good Samaritan Ministries Kiribati. 
Phone 9484 6208 or email mtstbenedict@bigpond.com 
by Thurs 27 November for catering. 
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ST VINCENT BOYS’ HOME WESTMEAD will hold 
the 84th Annual Mass and Reunion for Old Boys 
next Sunday 23 November at Sacred Heart Church, 
14 Ralph Street, Westmead with Mass at 11am  
followed by lunch in the grounds. Entertainment will 
be provided by the Marist Youth Care Islanders. 
Enquiries to Leo Woods 9405 5078 or Maureen 
Skeoch 9407 2102. 
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COLLECT YOUR PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 
Those parishioners who contribute to the Planned        
Giving Programme by envelope are asked to collect 
your boxes containing the next 12 months supply of 
envelopes from the church foyer.  
A special thank you to all who helped prepare these         
boxes for distribution. 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9am, 10.30am & 6pm 
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am                                        
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am 
Mr Ian Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                          Thurs 6.45am,   9.15 am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri       6.45am,   9.15 am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                Sat  8am 
       
      Mass on Public Holidays at 8am   
 

      Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for   Marilyn Stewart, Lesley Swaddling, Jean Brittliff Salud Enriquez and Dominga Sosa who have 
died recently and for the anniversaries of Ellen McHugh (Nov 16); Clavel Dimataga, Oliver Tindall (Nov 20) and 
Benjamin Pena Sr (Nov 16). 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Michael Wilson 

S5 

Vince Connelly 
Ray Scully 

Jessica Fearnside 

Felicity Carvalho, Lourice Asmar, Patrick Bowie, Rod Boyd, 
Adeline Chong, Ignatius/Natalia Chui, Lynne Myers,  

Barbara Ortlepp, Mary McMahon 

7.30AM 
Zeno Hong 

S1 

Yolanda Colosimo 
Joyan Fife 

Michael Cronin 

John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling, 
Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy 

9.00AM 
Joe Josue 

S2 

Angela Crowe 
Nanette D’Arcy 

Neil Bone 

Christine Kelly, Rodney Jilek, John Hogan, Hilary Fong, 
Marilyn Ryan-Linnane, J oan Claxton, Gi Zenere,  

Mike Reidy, Joan Ghisla 

10.30AM 
Budi Kawiadji 

S3 

Irene Ngu 
Margaret Griffin 

Guy Hannan 

Marion McDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge,  
Claire Vella, Barbara Shannon, Tony & Wendy Smith, 

Wendy Stone, Barry Halpin 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - November 23  

Adult Servers 
Marc Clasquin 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Altar Preparation 
Josh Becker 

Lectors 
Tina Muscat 

Vanessa Muscat 

Projectionist 
Matthew Ashton 

Ushers 
Phillip Smith 

Paul Musgrave 

Altar Servers 
S4 

 

Gift Preparation 
Jeremy Smith 

Mitchell Johnson-Green 

Welcomers 
Alfonso Aquilera 
Maria Aguilera 

Musos 
Alex Aguilera 

Amelia Hangan 
Annalyce Hangan 
Cassie Knezevic 

Fran Rogers 

Kate Eagleston 
Monica O’Callaghan 
Monique O’Callaghan 

Sean Finucane 
Stef Musgrave 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

 
 

Singers 
 

Alison Wong 
Annabel Irawan 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Erich Gracias Flor 

Sara Ang 
Veronica Sahabu 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Louise Oxford 
Rosalind Yeo 

 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Margaret Griffin 

 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Margaret Griffin, Margaret Sanders,  
Faye Goldsworthy, Cynthia Bartolo 

 

COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Howard Woodward 
Marie Woodward 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
David Dunn, Andrew Losurdo, Matthew Troy,  
Michael & Julie Puckeridge, Graham Murray 

 

BOOKSHOP 
Carmel Adams / Heather Woods / Bernadette 

Logue / Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith 

 


