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“THEN ALL STATIONS TO CASTLE HILL….” 

L et me add my voice to those who claim 
we should have better public transport 
here in the Hills.  By ‘better public 
transport’, I mean trains. 

     Whenever I have used the buses I have found 
the bus drivers to be very helpful and most       
accommodating.  Bus drivers also add a sense of 
security not always found on other modes of  
public transport.  Buses, however, as people  
movers over long distances, can’t do what trains 
do.   
     Just the time it takes to get passengers on and 
off the bus is a considerably longer time than 
trains.  Part of this is because the train uses a  
platform that is 
the same height 
as the doorway 
s o  t h a t , 
‘avoiding the 
gap’, passen-
gers embark at 
the same level 
and the train 
can depart in a 
m a t t e r  o f    
minutes. With 
buses there is 
that extra effort 
needed for 
some passen-
gers to pull 
themselves up 
into the bus 
with the aid of 
rails.  (I seem to be always behind that person.)  
The doors, too, are still smaller than the three or 
four metre wide door opening in modern trains.  
Strollers and prams or any heavy luggage take 
time to be placed on a bus, and parents have to be 
multi-skilled to disassemble a stroller and at the 
same time, keep an eye on their recently evicted 
infant who, with a new-found freedom, might  
decide to play in the traffic.  Bikes don’t fit        
terribly well inside buses as they do inside train 
carriages. Wheelchair-bound passengers find 

them a nightmare. And then there is the            
environment. 
     These remarks will disappoint the bus lobby.  
The bus companies wield tremendous power 
within the community.  Try changing the opening 
and closing times of schools, for instance, and 
you will see what I mean. 
     The present Government sees buses as the  
solution for us because buses are cheaper, the tax 
payers in The Hills have no political clout, and 
anyway, “people in The Hills won’t use public 
transport”.   
     Unfortunately, the old Parramatta to Castle 
Hill railway line, opened in 1923, was forced to 

close through 
l a c k  o f         
p a t r o n a g e . 
Remnants of 
the line can 
still be seen,   
starting where 
it branched off 
t h e  m a i n 
Western Line 
at Westmead, 
about where 
P a r r a m a t t a 
Marist High is 
now.  Rail has 
served us well 
since it came 
to Sydney in 
the 1880s.  
    My fear is 

that unless we are particularly professional about 
our lobbying for a rail line connecting Castle Hill 
to Sydney, we will be forced to live with          
inadequate public transport for years to come.  
Some are waiting for a change of Government.  
That will make no difference to Hills constituents 
because our parish, as an example, sits in safe 
seats.  It appears you need to be a ‘swinging seat’ 
to get things done. 
     What is needed is a high profile, financially 
well-resourced, dedicated organisation that will 

CASTLE HILL RAILWAY STATION, 1924 
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First Reading   Isaiah 45:1,4-6 There is 
only one God, there is no other. 
 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
Paul speaks about the faith, love and hope 
of the Church in Thessalonika. 
 

Gospel Matthew 22:15-21 Jesus is tested by the      
Pharisees, on the question of tax to be paid to the        
Romans. 
 

Next week:  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 
Exodus 22:20-26, 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10, Matthew 22:34-40 
 

RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK: 
     Warrina  – Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Tuesday,     
21 October, 4pm. 
 
HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm     
including Rosary, prayers, hymns &  scripture reading. All 
welcome! 
 

Wanting to give more, do more with your life?   
You are invited to hear about how Sisters of Mercy    
respond to this call in today’s world … 
When:  Sunday 26 October from 4-5.30pm (followed by  
             pizza tea for those who wish to stay) 
Where: The Gathering Space, 15 Charles St, Ryde 
Phone:  Sister Margaret Sheppard on 9683 2555 
If you can’t come but would like to know more about  
being a Sister, phone Sr Margaret on 9683 2555. 
 

CASTLE HILL CEMETERY MASS  An All Souls’ Day 
Mass will be celebrated at Castle Hill Cemetery on   
Saturday 8 November at 10.30am. There is plenty of 
parking in the grounds. 
 
BOWDEN BRAE NURSING HOME NORMANHURST  
An opportunity to share your skills by entertaining the 
residents. Looking for volunteers who can play a musical 
instrument, sing, dance etc. Please contact Marion on 
0419 627140. 
 
WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT BECOMING A 
CATHOLIC?  For enquiries about the RCIA Programme 
please phone Cheryl & Richard Koen 9659 0316 / 0419 
013242 or Sr Judy 9634 2622 
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· Session 1 will be held this Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st October at 7:30pm in the Church.   
      At least one parent must attend one of these nights.  Please bring a bible and pen. 
 

· Session 2 – held Tuesday 4th November at 4pm and 7:30pm or Saturday 8th November at 3:30pm in the �
       Parish Hall.   All children and at least one parent must attend.  �

work single-mindedly for this project. And we 
need to back that organisation.  We do not want it 
to end up like the long-proposed Northern 
Beaches Rail Line. 
     The political parties have agreed that Kevin 
Rudd’s 10.4 million injection of money into the 
economy is good for the country during this     
financial crises.  The Prime Minister’s grants to 
pensioners, families and first-home buyers is 
probably a good move, although it has a bread 
and circuses feel about it. Some parishioners will 
recall President Franklin D Roosevelt’s New 
Deal. The New Deal money spent from 1933 to 
1936 following the Great Depression was spent 
mainly on infrastructure.  It was not just given 
away.   
     The North-West Rail Link would be a worthy 
project along the lines of Roosevelt’s New Deal.  
Since the State is broke, we have to look to       
Federal money funding any rail link.  It is always  
better to work for deferred goals rather than for 
immediate rewards. 
     The North-West Rail Link will also create 
some difficulties for us in the parish, not the least 
of which will be the issue of parking.  Commuters 
will want all-day parking and Castle Towers will 
quickly bring in a three-hour free parking limit.  
Where will the 1,000 to 1,200 envisaged car   
parking station be?  Since the Castle Hill railway 
station will be opposite the church property, even 
if a ‘kiss and ride’ solution is found, rail         
commuters will have an eye on our parish parking 
facility.  We will need to put a strategy in place to 
accommodate this situation.  And we need to be 
thinking about this now. 
     Finally, let’s opt for heavy rail so that we 
avoid the mistakes of yesteryear where the        
colonies put in different gauge railways.  Let’s go 
for broke so that rolling stock and infrastructure is 
consistent throughout the metropolitan rail       
network. 
     The gospel tells us to be wise as serpents and 
guileless as doves, so following that evangelical 
counsel, our first foray into the political arena 
must be to make both our State and Federal         
electorates marginal, otherwise no one will take 
any notice of us.                               Father John. 

LITURGY CORNER 
Our society has become very secular, and faith in 
God is often seen as irrelevant or somehow old  
fashioned and quaint. So, when we reflect on today’s 
Gospel, it may appear that Jesus is separating        
religious behaviour from political or economic         
behaviour. However, a closer reading shows this is 
not the case. While Jesus gives due weight to civic 
and political duties, his instruction to ‘give to God 
what is God’s’ reminds us that there is NO aspect of 
human life or activity which can be considered apart 
from God. To seek and honour God, the believer 
must work within the world! The Summit 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT  A summary of the latest  
Parish Financial Statement is on the noticeboard for your 
perusal and a copy is available to take home. 



 

 

WORLD MISSION THANK YOU  Your generous       
donations amounting to $8,791.00 have helped ease 
the burden of your brothers and sisters throughout the 
world. Thank you for sharing what you have with those 
most in need. Your faith in the works of Catholic Mission 
throughout the world means that our world can move 
closer to becoming One Family of Love. 
 

BOOKSHOP NEWS   
The 2009 Columban Calendar is now available at the 
Bookshop for only $7.00.  Buy one of the best religious 
calendars in the world and you will be helping our     
missionaries at the same time. This calendar also 
makes an excellent gift for family or friends. 
Vinnies Christmas Cards are now available from the 
bookshop. This year a pack contains 10 cards and costs 
$6.50. This is great value. Please support this major 
fund raiser for the Castle Hill conference to help with our 
work for the poor, and also to Keep Christ in Christmas. 
 

THE CARE GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held 
after Mass on Friday 5 December. We provide      
Christmas lunch and a small gift for our seniors and we 
are hoping that some of the local Businesses within the 
Parish may be interested in supporting this event. If you 
can help with food or goods we would love to hear from 
you. Please call Susan: 9680 7504 or Marion:9659 9385. 
 

LIFE BEGINS AT 50: Pavilion Theatre Castle Hill Players, 
Castle Hill on Sunday 9 November at 4.30pm: Comedy - 
“Dinkum Assorted”. $18 concession. Must have final    
numbers by Monday 3 November. 
Cards/Mahjong on Friday 24 October in the Marian Centre 
at 7.30pm. Contact Howard on 9899 8983. 

 

CREDIT CARD GIVERS If you have 
changed your credit card number and/or 
expiry date, could you please contact the 
parish office on 9634 2622. or email 

pc@stbernadette.org.au. 
 

ARV ANNUAL CELEBRATION and afternoon tea on 
Friday 31 October from 2 to 4pm at Dover Hall, Mowll 
Village, Castle Hill. Speaker - Rick George (Bible      
Society). Afternoon tea $3. Village Singers, Bring & Buy 
Stall, Bible Society Book Stall. Enquiries Rosemary 
Buckley on 9634 2460. 
 

ST GABRIEL’S SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF Please  
support the 40th annual dinner dance this Friday 24th 
October at 7.30pm at historic Oatlands House. Cost $95 
p.p. includes 3 course dinner and drinks. Silent auction, 
balloon lottery and lots of prizes. Dress semi-formal. 
Phone 9634 2367 or 0414 434445. 
 

HILLS INTERFAITH DIALOGUE GROUP invites you to 
an open forum on Environmental Challenges and Faith 
Perspectives with speaker David Reichardt at Imam 
Hasan Centre, 165 Annangrove Rd, Annangrove on 
Wednesday 29 October from 7.00 to 9.30pm. See the 
leaflet on the noticeboard for details 
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BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY  There will be a 
morning tea on Thursday 23 October at 
10.00am in the Marian Centre. Bring 
along your knitting; have a cup of 

tea/coffee while enjoying the company of 
the other members. Newcomers will be most            
welcome. Transport available if needed. R.S.V.P. to Jo 
on  9634 5961 or Hilary 9894 5913. 
 
 

CELEBRATING THE JOURNEY  Couples who 
were married in 1983, 1968, 1958 or in any year 
prior to 1958 are invited to celebrate their journey 
with other couples and family members during a 
special Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta 
next Sunday 26 October at 2.00pm. Bishop Kevin 
Manning will be the principal celebrant and you are 
invited to afternoon tea following Mass. Please      
contact the parish office on 9634 2622 to register. 
 

ST BERNADETTE’S NETBALL CLUB                    
Registrations for 2009 Winter Competition are now 
taking place. If you turn 7 years and above in 2009 
and would like to play Netball phone Jo Biggs on 
8850 0324. 
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‘COME SEE’ REFLECTION  at Marymount, 36 David 
Road, Castle Hill next Saturday 25 October. 
Topic:  The 3 Big A’s 
Time:  1.00pm to 4.45pm (12noon BYO lunch) 
Cost:  $5.00 pp. 
RSVP  Parish Office no later than 21 October 
       Sr Judy 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9am, 10.30am & 6pm 
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am                                        
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am 
Mr Ian Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                          Thurs 6.45am,   9.15 am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri       6.45am,   9.15 am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                Sat  8am 
       
      Mass on Public Holidays at 8am   
 

      Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for  Phyllis Duncan, Daniel Colo and Iona Anderson who have died recently and for the anniversaries 
of Hernan & Marina Roman, Cathy Flynn, Francis Lee (Oct 19), Maria Emma Rovayo and Lues Alberto Rovayo 
and in remembrance of Mary and Patrick Priestly 
 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Dennis Davis 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Melvyn Myers 

S2 

Joseph Menezes 
Cheryl Braisby 

Jenny/Albert Agius 

Joanne Barrett, Carol Cividin. Esther Colerio, 
 Beverley Curtis, Lucille Wilson, Maureen Fearnside,  

Richard & Cheryl Koen, Warren Hiser 

7.30AM 
Terry O’Mara 

S3 

Tony Falzon 
Patricia Bright 
John O’Dea 

Rose & Peter Huby, Gerard & Geraldine Kearney,  
Carmel Moriarty, Joyan Fife 

9.00AM 
John Stone 

S4 

Trevor O’Shea 
Brian Blacklock 
Joanne O’Shea 

Brian & Jenny Blacklock, Neil Bone, Angela Crowe,  
Brian D’Arcy, Jeff Davis, Joselyn Donovan,  

Jack Garcia, Yulia Hong 

10.30AM 
Michael Wilson 

S5 

Tony Smith 
Philip Golamco 

Trinity Abbertson-Woo 

Buds Custodia, Campion, Rani & Cherani Fernando, 
 Kerry Myers, Natalie Parmenter, Sandra & Johan Nelis, 

Rosary Roco 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - October 26  

Adult Servers 
Marc Clasquin 
Tim Bywater 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Altar Preparation 
Josh Becker 

Lectors 
Emma Wade 

Tina & Vanessa Muscat 

Projectionist 
Matthew Ashton 

Ushers 
Phillip Smith 

Paul Musgrave 

Altar Servers 
S1 

Gift Preparation 
Jeremy Smith 

Mitchell Johnson-Green 

Welcomers 
Alfonso & Maria Aguilera 

Musos 
Alex Aguilera 

Amelia Hangan 
Annalyce Hangan 
Cassie Knezevic 

Fran Rogers 

Kate Eagleston 
Monica O’Callaghan 

Monique O’Callaghan 
Sean Finucane 
Stef Musgrave 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

 
 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Sarah Ashton 
Ashley Adams 

Singers 
 

Alison Wong 
Annabel Irawan 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Sara Ang 

Veronica Sahabu 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Karen Askey 

Vicki Ford 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Olivia Cheng 

 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Marion Heron, Marjorie Anderson, Maree  

Greenwell, Caroline Higgins, Bernadette Logue 
 

COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Sandra Watson 
Denise Hicks 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Audrey & Sarah Markowskei, Campion Fernando 
John McDermott, Emelie De Leon, Barrie Waters 

 

BOOKSHOP 
Carmel Adams / Carmel Moriarty / Bernadette 

Logue / Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith 

 


